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DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE
The itinerary starts from the Mauria pass and follows the curves of the fine
military road that reaches a level space for medium-calibre gun emplacements
after 4 kilometres. Another bend takes you to the Mount Miaron barracks, where
you will enjoy a breathtaking view from the Marmarole to the Tre Cime di Lavare-
do, from Tudaio to Terze and as far as Carnia. Rendezvous: the Mauria pass.
DIFFERENCE IN ALTITUDE
400 metres.

DURATION
3-4 hours with the chance of some stops on the way according to the extent
of interest in the structures that can be visited.
DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY
Walking route on a path through a wood on a constant gradient, unsuitable
for persons with limited mobility.

Magnete road and the alternative routes to Val Piova and the Stabie. As well as
this, the position controlled the entire inhabited area of Forni di Sopra and the
high ground of Colrosolo, Caporosso and Col Torondo with all the secondary paths,
such as those of the Torondon pass (2,006 m), Passo del Ladro (Thief’s Path, 1,820
m) and La Sella (2,013 m). The position could aim indirect fire at any enemy columns
that might go up the Ciaf torrent to reach the Scodavacca pass at 2,043 metres in
an attempt to outflank all the Italian defences on the other bank of the Piave. But
its importance lay above all in its dominating view, as it overlooked a vast stretch
of territory between Carnia and Cadore, and then also in its close visual contact with
the forts on Tudaio and Col Vidal, Pian dei Buoi and all the supporting defence works
set up on the intervening hills, such as Colle Audoi (1,560 m), Colle Mezzarazzo (1,544
m) and Sasso Croera (1,534 m) as well as on the garrisoned passes of Ciadin Alto
Est (2,222 m) and Ciadin Alto Ovest (2,285 m).
Its destiny, however, was merely to help in directing fire; it obtained information
which it passed on to the other batteries in the Cadore-Maè fortifications, as shown
by its direct telephone connection with the fort on Col Piccolo, the heart of the

defences on the other side of the Piave, and by its progressively being deprived of
artillery pieces in favour of the defence line below, that of Sasso-Croera Mezzaraz-
zo-Colle Audoi. By 1915 work was in full progress on this line, whose objective was
to counter any movements the enemy might make to outflank the defence of the
Piave through the valleys of Frison and Pesarina and Degano-Tagliamento.
By the second bend on the road to Micron, at a height of about 1,480 m, a large
clearing was made for several  medium-calibre pieces, with an adjacent ammuni-
tion store, while about 400 metres behind the pass two tunnels were excavated
out of the bare rock near the Miaron haybarns (1,250 m), connected by a walk-
way.
The garrison abandoned this position before the Austrians reached Razzo, Rementera
and the Mauria pass on 7 November 1917; in these localities fierce fighting took
place between units of the 11th Bersaglieri Regiment, with the Monte Assietta,
Monte Nero and Tolmezzo Alpine Battalions, and troops of the 94th and 92nd Aus-
trian Division.

THE POSITION ON MOUNT MAIRON
This is a level space for medium-calibre guns. Close to it are shelters built by the
Italian Army Engineers at 1,700 metres, south-west of the Mauria pass, to defend
the Cadore redoubt from the east and to counter enemy movements from Carnia.
The first general design of the access road from the pass and for the field artillery
and medium-calibre cannon emplacements was completed in 1910 and work start-
ed in 1911.
The military road, which is about 4 kilometres long, starts from the Mauria pass at
1,298 metres and climbs the northern slopes of the mountain in a constant gradi-
ent and wide bends as far as the level area for artillery and ammunition stores at
1,686 metres and then to the shelter, which was further to the west behind the
position at 1,703 metres. The access road to the shelter had a tunnel excavated
out of the rock that served as a store and a magazine.
The artillery position was originally designed for medium-calibre 149G pieces but
was only used for small-calibre 75A cannon after the beginning of the war. The
soldiers stationed there could command not only the pass below, but also the Col

TTHHEE  MMAAUURRIIAA  PPAASSSS  RROOAADD  

The Mauria pass road was always one of the main ways to enter and leave Cadore
in past centuries, and in the Middle Ages it could even have been described as the
gate to Friuli. The Romans passed here, as shown by the findings of some Imperial
coins, and the Patriarchs of Aquileia and their legates during their pastoral visits to
Belluno and its province. The carts of forage imported from Friuli travelled that road,
as demonstrated by the contract entered into in 1234 between Mainardo, Patriarch
of Aquileia, Mainardo, and the Count of Tyrol and Gorizia that laid down regula-
tions for the passage of such
goods. A convention in 1356
tells us that after each snowfall
it was the duty of the inhabi-
tants of Forni to shovel away
the snow as far as the torrent of
Stabie, the people of Vigo were
responsible for doing this from
there as far as the source of the
Tagliamento and the popula-
tion of Lorenzago had to clear
it from the remaining stretch.
In 1401 Francesco di Carrara
came along it and in 1508
Girolamo Savorgnano arrived with the troops of the Venetian Republic to help Cadore,
which was hemmed in on all sides by the troops of the Holy Roman Emperor; in 1509
Prince d’Hanault came this way, unwitting of the defeat that awaited him a few miles
further on in Vallesella. Then it was the turn of Nugent’s Austrians on 4 June 1848,
after overcoming Calvi’s stand at the Passo della Morte.
In 1862, perhaps bearing in mind the narrow passages that hindered its advance in
1848, Austria did not oppose the new road between Forni and Lorenzago. It was
designed by Ingegnere Palatini and built by the De Podestà construction firm, no-
table for its wide bends and above all for a fine bridge at 1,076 m over the Stabie,
which marked the border between the provinces of Belluno and Udine. It was un-
doubtedly an easy and attractive road, winding through landscape characterised by
the presence of Mounts Cridola and Miaron and by large numbers of fir-trees, which
were much sought after for their dark bark and are the explanation of the name of
the pass (mauron is black in the local dialect).
In the 1880s, after further improvements on which squads of Alpine Regiment sol-
diers were employed, it was at last promoted to being the Carnia state road. In his
famous guide to Cadore of 1888, Venanzio De Donà proudly described this major
road, which boasted a roadman’s house, a stable and a mounted mail service.
As regards its involvement in the Great War, it was one of the scenes of the dramat-
ic Italian retreat after Caporetto and the consequent headlong Austrian advance, which
encountered some desperate throes of Italian resistance in the vicinity of the road-
man’s house on the Mauria pass road on 7 November 1917.

12.1 PASSO MAURIA - M. MIARON (m. 1700)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE
The itinerary starts at the Mauria pass and goes along the municipal road to
Stabie and Valdipalù from 150 metres before the pass (the distance is about
3 km), then to Ghirlo and Mezzarazzo; it continues on the military road as far
as Col Audoi for about 6 km.
On the way you can visit the remains of the Yellow Line trenches and posi-
tions, the scenes of hard fighting between Italian and Austrian troops after
the retreat from Caporetto in November 1917.
DIFFERENCE IN ALTITUDE
260 metres.

DURATION
4-5 hours, with the possibility of stopping on the way according to the ex-
tent of interest in the structures that can be visited.

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY
A walking route on an easy forest road at a constant gradient; only the
first stretch of road as far as Stabie is suitable for persons with reduced mo-
bility.

12.2 PASSO MAURIA - COL AUDOI (m. 1560)

TTHHEE  BBEERRSSAAGGLLIIEERRII  OOFF  TTHHEE  MMAAUURRIIAA  PPAASSSS

Even if the Italian High Command had created a Yellow Line some time before,
running along stout defence positions, the 4th Army under General Di Robilant
were unable to put up any proper resistance just after the rout at Caporetto. While
most of this force, mingled with desperate civilians, was concentrating on the
rail junction at Calalzo, during the night of 6 to 7 November the Austrians came
into contact with the Italian rearguard at the Razzo dairy cottage and the Mau-
ria pass. Colonel Ernesto Foglia, in command of the 57th Battalion of the 16th
Regiment, the 27th Battalion of the 11th Regiment and the 7th Company of the
10th Regiment of Bersaglieri, with two Artillery sections and some machine-guns,
had been instructed to defend the pass.
The 94th A.U. Division attacked the Italian Bersaglieri at about 6 a.m. on 7 No-
vember. The Austrian guns opened fire against the Italian positions to cover the
advance of their infantry, favoured among other things by thick fog banks. But
the assault was thrown back by Italian machine-gun fire and hand-grenades. When
the enemy saw that their first attempt had failed, they regrouped at the foot of
Stabie, out of range of the Italian artillery. Now protected by thick vegetation
and numerous rocky ravines, they managed to take Col Pioi and Col Rosolo at
the Doana dairy cottage, splitting the Italian forces into two and outflanking them.
It was then that the Italian soldiers, surrounded by the enemy, performed heroic
deeds: at Crepo delle Staipe and Prà del Santo the Bersaglieri machine-gunners
died at their posts after firing their last rounds. The Italian artillery was also si-
lenced, and the troops under Lieutenant-Colonel Edoardo Dezzani, pinned against
the foot of Mount Miaron, were overwhelmed. At the roadman’s house, a vio-
lent hand-to-hand struggle took place and after the last of the ammunition had
been fired Colonel Foglia and his 2nd Company were surrounded and captured.
The survivors, harassed by enemy machine-gun fire, tried to retreat towards Loren-
zago, leaving 16 dead and 80 injured behind them, while the Austrians had 26
dead and 110 wounded.
A simple iron cross stands on Col Pioi to honour the fallen. While various army
headquarters engaged in sterile personal squabbles with each other, unimpor-
tant men stuck to their posts, called upon to hold their ground to support a
routed army and making sacrifices that have still not been acknowledged by their
native land.

TTHHEE  MMOONNUUMMEENNTT  TTOO  TTHHEE  PPAARRTTIISSAANNSS  TTHHAATT  DDIIEEDD  IINN  JJUUNNEE  11994444

It was June 1944 and the partisan struggle had played a bold and ambitious card
in the form of the Allied airborne drop on the Mauria pass with arms for the

Cadore liberation movement. During
the night of 12 to 13 June, an Allied
aeroplane dropped a number of para-
chutes, which, however, the wind blew
some way from the area that had been
prepared to receive them in Valdepalù.
The recovery of the supplies was a
long and difficult matter, lasting al-
most 24 hours, and this gave the Ger-
man army the chance to organise a
sweep that started the night of 13 June
with an ambush just below Lorenza-
go. A truck taking partisans to the
Mauria pass was attacked and Velio
Zandanel and Giacinto Bianchi, the
two drivers, were killed. During the
hard fighting that ensued just above
the pass at about 10 a.m., Giuseppe

Gandin from Tai, Renato Frescura from Pieve, Arrigo Papazzoni from Vallesella
and Pio Peis Sparin from Padola all died. Their corpses remained on the ground,
abandoned by their comrades in flight and by the German soldiers. They were re-
covered by Don Sesto Da Prà, the young parish priest of Lorenzago, who coura-
geously buried them in the face of a German ban.
The fight on the Mauria pass was a failure for the partisans from the purely mil-
itary point of view, but the defeat turned into a symbol: many young men of
Cadore, who had until then only looked on, realised that the Italian resistance
movement was in earnest and began to join in large numbers. This was shown
by the fact that in a matter of two months the partisan detachment became a
brigade of three battalions with more than 300 men.

ria pass. Other trenches with positions for artillery pieces and machine-guns, with
ammunition stores, were constructed on the In Colle promontory opposite Sasso di
Croera.
The Bersaglieri of the 63rd Battalion were deployed up here in all haste, watched
over by the cannons of Tudaio and Miaron, in the bedlam that followed Caporetto
and acting on a succession of flustered and contradictory orders. Their duty was to
hold back the enemy advancing between the Mauria pass and Col Rementera. On
the afternoon of 7 November 1917, combined forces of the 92nd and 94th Austri-
an Division boldly and violently attacked the Italian defences between the Mauria
pass and Razzo, engaging in bloody encounters on Col Pioi, Crepo delle Staipe and
Giau dell’Orsat and completely encircling the Italian forces in the Landro pass area.
Although they were surrounded, the Bersaglieri put up a brave defence, firing up
to the last round of ammunition, and finally surrendered after four had fallen. The
Tolmezzo Alpine Battalion, sent to guard the fortified area of Sasso Croera, Mez-
zarazzo and Col Audoi (where Pope John Paul II had several walks during his holi-
days in Cadore), was cut off, received no orders and was also finally forced to sur-
render.
In Valdirave and the Staipe area, some corpses from this fierce fighting were even
found some years after the end of the Great War, but the exact number of those who
died, were wounded or taken prisoner could never be counted.

THE DEFENCE WORKS ON SASSO CROERA AND COL AUDOI
In summer 1915, just after the beginning of the war, the Italian General Staff con-
ceived the plan of a solid defensive line from Sasso Croera to Colle Mezzarazzo
and Colle Audoi, whose objective was to counter an enemy move to outflank the
Italian defences on the Piave through the valleys of Frisone, Pisarina and Degano-
Tagliamento. A 75A battery from Miaron was transferred here and also two 120B
guns previously used for firing practice. Trenches were dug to the north-east of
the Mauria pass as far as the area of Mount Stabie. A military road was built be-
tween May and July 1915, which started from just above Lorenzago near Villa
Facheris, better known as Castello Mirabello: it went up to Mezzarazzo, where bar-
racks were built. A position for a powerful searchlight was constructed on the hill
of the same name, which commands the areas of Vigo and the Mauria pass.
The road forks after the hay barns at Mezzarazzo: one fork leads to the hay barns
of Antrecolle, where a fountain was built with a tank to collect the marsh water
from the surrounding area, with a charcoal purification system, and then goes on
to Col Audoi (1,560 m). Several trenches were dug both on the Antrecolle rib and
on the southern slopes of Col Audoi, and on the summit gun emplacements with ad-
joining ammunition stores in a tunnel were constructed.
The other fork goes up to Sasso Croera (1,534 m), where there were some cement
casemates with embrasures for machine-gunners and riflemen directed at the Mau-

Aldo and Miranda Vaccari Bivouac
at Cuna del Cridola (2,050 m), which
can be reached from the Miaron
barracks by the G. Olivato cabled
path up the western slopes of
Miaron and Pitocco.

Villa Facheris, better known as Castello Mirabello, built by
Senator G. Facheris in the late nineteenth century. General
Cadorna stayed there in 1917, and, more recently, Pope John
Paul II when he came to Cadore on holiday.

The haybarns of Mezzarazzo between Col Audoi and Sasso Croèra.
These can be reached from the Mauria pass or from the military
road that comes up through the Pecosta woods from the Castello
di Mirabello, Lorenzago.

Pietro Fortunato Calvi,
the hero who led the
Cadorini in their epic
resistence against the
Austrian troops in May
1848. On 4 June he also
made a determined stand
against overwhelming
numbers of Austrians
under Captain Ramming
at the Mauria pass.

One of the concrete casemates built on the rocky spur
of Sasso Croèra during the Great War, intended to
house machine-guns.
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I LUOGHI DELLA GRANDE GUERRA IN PROVINCIA DI BELLUNO
Interventi di recupero e valorizzazione nei territori del Parco della Memoria

Progetto cofinanziato dall’Unione Europea mediante Fondo Europeo di Sviluppo Regionale
Iniziativa Comunitaria Interreg IIIA Italia-Austria 2000-2006 - Progetto (Cod. VEN 222001)

DIE ORTE DES ERSTEN WELTKRIEGES IN DER PROVINZ BELLUNO
Eingriffe der Wiederinstandsetzung und Valorisierung in den Gebieten des Erinnerungsparks

Von der E.U. Unterstützes Projekt Mittels Europäischer Wärungsfonds zur Regionalen Entwicklung
Gemeinschaftsinitiative Interreg IIIA Italien-Österreich 2000-2006 - Projekt (Cod. VEN 222001)

GREAT WAR SITES IN THE PROVINCE OF BELLUNO
Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial Park

Project co-financed by the European Union through European Found for Regional Developmen
Community Initiative Interreg IIIA Italia-Austria 2000-2006 - Project (Cod. VEN 222001)

1 Forcella Lavaredo
2 Quota “2385” ai Piani di Lavaredo
3 Croda dell’Arghena
4 Giro del Col di Mezzo
5 Misurina - Monte Piana
6 Rif. A. Bosi e Monte Piana
7 Cristallino di Misurina
8 Valle delle Baracche
9 Posizione “Edelweiss” - Sella del Sief

10 Sella Sief - Cima Sief
11 Cima Sief - Col di Lana
12 Da Cima Lana ai Ciadiniéi
13 Ciadinéi - Sella Sief
14 Variante Col de la Roda
15 Cima Lana - Costone Castello - Sella Sief
16 Cima Lana - Agai e Palla
17 Col Da Daut - Col Toront
18 Museo storico a Serauta - Marmolada
19 Malga Ciapèla - Ombretta di Marmolada
20 Zona monumentale della Marmolada

21 Col Ciampon
22 Monte Tudaio
23 P.so Mauria - M. Miaron
24 P.so Mauria - Col Audoi
25 Col Vidal
26 Anello dei Colli
27 Forte Monte Ricco
28 Batteria Castello
29 Forte Col Vaccher
30 Monte Tranego
31 Forte Pian dell’Antro
32 Col S. Anna - La Glories
33 Vodo - Becco di Cuzze (Accesso A)
34 Vodo - Becco di Cuzze (Accesso B)
35 Monte Rite
36 Col Pradamio
37 Spiz Zuel
38 Col de Saléra - Monte Punta
39 Tagliata di San Martino
40 Batteria Listolade

SECONDA LINEA FORTI DEL CENTRO CADORE

12.1 PASSO MAURIA - M. MIARON (m. 1700)

12.2 PASSO MAURIA - COL AUDOI (m. 1560)

THE CCAADDOORREE--MMAAÈÈ FORTIFICATIONS
Defensive strategy in Cadore at the end of the nineteenth century was based on
a mediaeval tradition, because in previous centuries the Most Serene Republic of
Venice considered the Venas and Lozzo passages as two defence bulwarks that were
capable of allowing central Cadore and its main town, Pieve, to resist an enemy
offensive. This was borne out by the heroic stand organised by P.F. Calvi in 1848. 
After the annexation of Venice to the Kingdom of Italy, mainly on the initiative
of Generals Pianell and Cosenz, a system of modest defence works was developed
on the hills of Vigo di Cadore. Here, at a height of about 1,000 metres (Col Pic-
colo, Col Rive, Col Tagliardo and Col Ciampon), field gun emplacements were con-
structed, with an access road to the fort gorge, trained to control the road below
and above all the crucial junction of Treponti, on which all supposed enemy move-
ments converged from Val Ansiei and Comelico.
Afterwards, in around 1880, it was decided to design the barrier further back, near
Pieve di Cadore and Tai di Cadore, in order to contain enemy penetrations both
from the centre of Cadore and from Val Ansiei before they could easily break
through towards Longarone and Belluno. Between 1882 and 1896, accordingly,
the system known as the Pieve di Cadore fortifications was completed, including
the forts of Batteria Castello, Mount Ricco and Col Vaccher near Pieve and Tai di
Cadore, with a whole series of access and ring roads (Pozzale-Mount Tranego,
Costapiana-San Dionisio and Sant’Anna-Col Maò) and the mountain refuges on
Pian dei Buoi and Val Inferna, near the Casera Razzo dairy farm. While the forts
of Batteria Castello and Mount Ricco pointed their medium-calibre guns against
Domegge and the further bank of the Piave, the fort on Col Vaccher, very vast
and complex, turned the mouths of its four to eight cannons towards the Boite
valley.
The main task of this system was not solely defensive; it was also intended to be
counter-offensive, as it was devoted to the safeguarding of a protected area, that
of Pieve, in which an army corps could easily get ready to head for Franzenfeste
(Fortezza). The idea was to carry out a rapid breakthrough to the west in order to
cut off the wedge of Trento territory that, since 1866, had constituted a trouble-
some impediment to any Italian offensive in Friuli and on the Isonzo, which would
have been fatally exposed to an obvious outflanking manoeuvre after any Austri-
an advance towards Verona and Lake Garda.
The works, however, were in ordinary masonry, easily dominated from the surround-
ing heights and unable, with their hollow traverses that could easily be picked
out in the woods, to provide a proper protection for the guns. Constructed ac-
cording to almost mediaeval criteria (ditch, drawbridge, machicolations, etc.), they
ended by very soon becoming obsolete in the light of the substantial advances in
siege warfare that were made in Europe at the end of the century, and their com-
pletion coincided with the profound moral and economic crisis that afflicted Italy
after the débacle at Adua in 1896; the installations were deprived of the finan-
cial resources that would have been needed to update and rebuild them. 
It was not until 1904, when more funds arrived and new strategic studies flour-
ished, that Cadore again came to the foreground in Italy’s strategic defence con-
cept.  After long technical diatribes among H.R.H. the Duke of Aosta, Minister of
War Spingardi, Chief of Staff Pollio, the Eastern Military Theatre and the Artillery
and Engineering Inspectorates, some positions that were of particular impor-
tance for the control of the communications below them were selected. Some
strong armoured positions were thus constructed, specifically two opere basse
(lower works) on Col Piccolo near Vigo and on Pian dell’Antro near Venas, and three
opere alte (higher works) on Mount Tudaio, Col Vidal and Mount Rite. These con-

Barracks on
Mount Miaron.

Mauria pass in
1920 (Teza
Collection).

149 gun in
position (Cadore
Historical Library
Archive, Vigo).

Gun
emplacement on
Mount Miaron.

structions complied with the theory of armoured forts that then held sway in
Europe, supported in Italy by General E. Rocchi; often served by boldly conceived
and costly access roads, the fruit of the labours of thousands of Engineers, but
also of civilian contractors and labourers, they were designed to hold concrete
batteries fitted with Armstrong model revolving nickel steel cupolas for 149 A
guns, able to hit targets up to 14 kilometres away and were virtually resistant to
any enemy attack. Each armoured battery was also served by a series of bar-
racks, stores and workshops excavated out of the underlying rock, with the ca-
pability, through successions of defensive circuits, supplementary observation posts
and additional defences, mainly in caverns, of ensuring the impregnability of the
entire fortification against any attack, keeping it operational to the bitter end,

even in the event of the valleys below being entirely occupied by the enemy. The
garrison of 300 to 500 men also had shelters, wells, equipment and provisions for
months, so that they could operate even under completely adverse weather con-
ditions.
A complex and unusual system of fortifications thus came into being, including
the old installations of Pieve, soon downgraded to serve as stores and prisons, and
the new high-level forts, with two distant outposts: one was established on Mount
Miaron, above the Mauria pass, where a sighting post was constructed that could
direct the action of the guns of the fort at Mount Tudaio against forces coming from
Carnia, and one on Col Pradamio, chosen for the construction of a position above
the Longarone-Zoldo road. The name adopted and usually employed throughout

the First War to indicate this defence system and the direct control it exercised above
all over Cadore and Val Maè was the Cadore-Maè fortifications.
When war broke out, however, this defence system, with all its 73 officers, 4,000 troops
and 92 guns and a substantial amount of reserves and munitions, proved useless and
incapable of favourably affecting the operations in progress on the front line, which was
beyond the range of its gunfire. The Italian IV Army troops (commanded first by Gen-
eral L. Nava and then by General M. N. di Robilant) could only count on these forts as
a defence asset in the event of an unexpected collapse of the front line (for example
the Strafexpiditionepisode in 1916) or, oftener and oftener as time passed, as a plen-
tiful reserve of soldiers, cannons, machine-guns, shells and various other materials to
be diverted for the needs of the front, above all the line in the Venezia Giulia area. So

a steady trickle of requisitions began that ended by weakening the entire structure,
which was first under the command of General G. Venturi, reducing it to a bad con-
dition of material efficiency as well as of strategic and tactical readiness.
Commanded in the frantic days after Caporetto by General A. Marocco, the forti-
fied area was never given a clear and unequivocal function, often having to sub-
mit to the diverse and fluctuating concepts of the Chief of Staff of the IV Army
(General M. N. di Robilant) and the Commander of the I Army Corps (General S.
Piacentini). It was abandoned prematurely with limited damage to its structures,
without having the chance to engage in any worthwhile artillery action before or
during the desperate and spasmodic defence put up by the Italian troops in cen-
tral Cadore and the Boite valley.

Barracks on Mount Miaron.

Front cover: plaque at the barracks on Mount Miaron.
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CONTINUE

GREAT WAR SITES IN THE PROVINCE OF BELLUNO
Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial Park

LIST OF ITINERARIES

History and description of the Great War sites

GENERAL INFORMATION

The fundamental intention of this project is to acquaint the new generations with the splendid and enchanting places that were
the backdrop to the terrible and tragic events involved in the Great War on the Dolomite front. The traces of 29 seemingly end-
less months of struggle that have survived the passing of time enhance the fascination and the beauty of the landscape, teach-
ing us to observe, know and learn.
Itineraries of various lengths and degrees of difficulty have been proposed for visiting these sites, some of them fully realis-
able fully considering the needs of people with reduced mobility. The itineraries that are suggested have been selected bear-
ing some basic features in mind, such as historical significance, ease of access and nearness to other sites of historical interest.
We hope that this new historical and cultural opportunity will find a large number of visitors and enthusiasts who not only
love the mountains for their natural beauty but are able to perceive the relationship between man and nature, which has left
very special traces in these spots as a result of the Great War.

OOrrggaanniissiinngg  aauutthhoorriittiieess  aanndd  ffiinnaanncciinngg  bbooddiieess

“…the Alps see prodigies, not only on the part of individuals, but also of big patrols, platoons and whole companies. And not do we
see feats performed by the most expert, but even the youngest recruits soon turn into accomplished climbers. Some new mountain
routes are even opened up under enemy fire to meet the needs of war..." (A. Berti).
A historical record to re-discover the Mountains, not to forget, to know the men that lived this tragic but extraordinary ad-
venture. Memories of war for paths of peace.
This has been, as it still is, the purpose of the work done by the Technical and Scientific Committee of the Italy-Austria Inter-
reg III A project called "Great War sites in the Province of Belluno. Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial
Park". The results of the Committee's labours are the guides and leaflets that give everyone the chance to tackle easy itiner-
aries and experience life on the front line at first hand, realising the difficulties of the existence at an altitude of more than 2,000
metres of the soldiers of the opposing armies.
This is to remember that the war is not something that has been forgotten and that, in the words of Surgeon Second-Lieutenant
Gino Frontali, "...it is not a parenthesis that we can hasten to close to go back to what we were saying before...".

CCoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  aanndd  SScciieennttiiffiicc  aanndd  TTeecchhnniiccaall  CCoommmmiitttteeee


