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DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE
The fort can be easily reached after a pleasant walk through the woods along a route
that is almost entirely closed to traffic. From the centre of Pieve there is a short
descent towards Sottocastello before going onto the military road just behind the
former casino. This gentle incline leads to the massive ruins of the fort in less than
half an hour. There is an attractive view over the lake beneath and over all central
Cadore. Rendezvous at Pieve di Cadore, in Piazza Tiziano, outside the historic local
government building called the Palazzo della Magnifica Comunità di Cadore.
DIFFERENCE IN ALTITUDE
About 70 metres, on a gently sloping route.
DURATION
About 2 hours. The duration of the tour depends on the amount of time you wish
to devote to the various constructions, especially the rooms inside the gorge.
DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY
None, as this excursion, at least as far as the entrance to the fort, is also suit-
able for persons with poor mobility.

the vehicular road that we have come up, its main axis was directed towards
Grea, covering Colesello (930 m), west of Calalzo, as far as the Piave and Vale-
sella. The main function of the eight guns that were planned for it (4 medi-
um- and 4 small-calibre)  was to prevent the enemy coming from the Tre-
ponti gully towards Pieve and Tai along the valley of the Piave. The gorge, on
the other hand, controlled the Tai-Perarolo road as far as the western rib of
Mount Zovo and the slopes north-east of Mount Zucco.
The façade of the fort was straight, with a terreplein, divided into two equal
parts by three hollow traverses that formed two platforms nearly 10 metres
wide, suitable for medium-calibre gun emplacements and connected to the
slopes of the terreplein by steps.
The sides were perpendicular to the front and, with the gorge, enclosed a nar-
row courtyard, while one-storey casemates had been excavated underground.
There was no ditch in front of the front and sides: in front and to the left the
scarp was partly natural rock and partly dug out of the ground, while the right-
hand side was natural rock in the front portion and masonry in the part be-
hind. The gorge was protected by a 5- to 6-metre wide and 5-metre deep ditch,
with a masonry counterscarp, had a drawbridge over it and was defended to
the left by a covered way.

In the event of war the garrison was to consist of infantry companies and 30-
40 gunners, whose water reserve was a 400-cubic-metre tank also connect-
ed with the nearby Castello battery.
The fort was already obsolete by the beginning of the twentieth century be-
cause it was vulnerable to enemy gunfire from the surrounding heights and
because its value was affected by the fact that it was built in ordinary ma-
sonry; it was accurately surveyed by Austrian intelligence, which was al-
ready able to provide ample information regarding its layout and objectives
in 1896.
At the outbreak of the Great War it was garrisoned by the 70th Company of
the VIII Group of the Fortress Artillery Regiment (Territorial Militia) and the
17th Company of the 7th Fortress Artillery Regiment (Mobile Militia), with
four 120 G cannons and two 1886 model Gardner machine-guns. Transformed
during the war into a logistics centre and store, it was immediately isolated
from the thick of the fighting and was irremediably damaged by the Austri-
ans in October 1918, before their final withdrawal from Cadore.
Nowadays the gorge is almost intact, and a number of rooms near the en-
trance are accessible, while the area of the traverses is so ruined that one can
hardly make out where the gun emplacements were. The right wing of the
fort, over Sottocastello, was unsafe and was strengthened with reinforced
concrete at the end of the 20th century. From the courtyard you can still go
up the ramp leading to the roof, from which there is an attractive view over
the lake in the directions of Calalzo and Perarolo.

THE FORT ON MOUNT RICCO
This visit will allow you to enter what was the heart of the Pieve di Cadore for-
tifications, climbing the historic mountain that overlooks the town, which
was the site of the old castle that was the symbol of this area for centuries.
For a short way, go down the road from the centre of Pieve to Sottocastello
and then take the little road to the left that leads to the big monument to
Pietro Fortunato Calvi by the sculptor Mariani, standing on the southern slope
of Mount Ricco. Take the road that forks left from near the statue and go up
into the wood, going through an area that has hardly changed since last cen-
tury, soon reaching an open space with a crossroads.
Turn left and after a few metres you will get to a minor military position, now
disturbed by relatively recent excavations to set up a sports centre; continue
towards the right and, after 200 metres you will get to the fort, for whose con-
struction stones from the ancient ruined Pieve Castle were used.
The fort, standing at a height of 953 m, was built during the last twenty years
of the nineteenth century, and was the centre of the Cadore system of forti-
fications, conceived and constructed to operate in close conjunction with the
Castello battery only about 200 metres away and the various artillery positions
on the heights above, Mount Tranego, Mount Zucco and Col Vidal. Served by

FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  UURRAALLSS  TTOO  TTHHEE  DDOOLLOOMMIITTEESS
The fascinating odyssey of a Russian at the Court of Savoy

Giovanni Ivanoff (1851-1917), born in Trieste, a subject of Emperor Franz Josef
of Austria, was the son of an Austrian Navy officer and belonged to a family of
Russian origin that had emigrated to Cracow and then to Trieste and Pola.
This young cosmopolitan studied first in Trieste, then in Graz and finally in Vi-
enna, where he graduated in electro-technical and marine engineering. Gener-
ous and romantic in spirit, he soon sympathised with the student minorities of
Vienna University and with the Italians above all. He
worked as a civil engineer in Pola and Trieste until
1882, when he fled to Italian soil with some other
patriot friends, among whom Francesco Marsich, an
engineer, Count Ettore dalla Zonca and the famous
Guglielmo Oberdan. While the last-named was cap-
tured in a tavern at Ronchi, Ivanoff was warned in
time when he was still at Rovigno and thus managed
to set sail at night from Trieste to Venice under the
guise of a traveller from Vienna.
In his new country, thanks to his experience in mil-
itary engineering, he was assigned to the Italian
Army Engineers and thus had a personal role in the
design and construction of some imposing fortifi-
cations. Among other posts, he was the Chief En-
gineer of the fort of Scala Primolano from 1882 to
1886, and until 1895 lived and worked at Tai di
Cadore and Pieve, engaged in the Cadore system of
trenches and the construction of some important
military road communications. From 1895 to 1910
he was in charge of the works on the forts on Cima Campo and Cima Lan, but
he also collaborated in civil works such as some hydro-electricity plants in the
Adria area and near Fadalto, and the bell-tower at Rocca d’Arsie.
Suffering from asthma, he died at Arsiè in 1917 without being able to bid good-
bye to his son, who was fighting in the front line, while his widow, Emma Fusina-
to, who came from the family of the famous poet, had evacuated to Nicotera
Marina with her other two children.
It might be said, with bitter irony, that in practice Ivanoff ’s was a timely death,
because it saved him from the collapse, in the chaos after Caporetto, of that mighty
defensive line to which he had made such a great contribution, and also, a pri-
ori, prevented his being captured by the Imperial troops that so unexpectedly
poured back to the banks of the Piave.

14.1 FORTE DI MONTE RICCO (m. 953)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE
This trip can be made following the same route as that leading to the Mount Ric-
co fort, taking the left-hand fork in the wood a little below the fort (about 30 min-
utes from the centre of Pieve). Otherwise, you can reach the battery from the north-
west by a path in the woods going up from the Roccolo di Sant’Alipio (20-30
minutes). It is suggested that you go there from the south and come back from
the north, taking a circular route. Rendezvous: Pieve di Cadore, in Piazza Tiziana,
in front of the historic Palazzo della Magnifica Comunità di Cadore local govern-
ment building, or in the Father Christmas Park by the Roccolo di Sant’Alipio.
DIFFERENCE IN ALTITUDE
About 70 metres, on gentle slopes.
DURATION
About 2 hours, mostly employed in the walk and going round the structure, which
is private property and not open to the public.
DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY
None from the south; the walk is also suitable for persons with poor mo-
bility. The walk round the battery and the return journey from the north is
assisted by some wooden bridges but needs some care and is not suitable
for all.

14.2 BATTERIA CASTELLO (m. 953)

TTHHEE  AALLPPIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS  IINN  CCAADDOORREE

Captain G. Perrucchetti, whose concept was the defence of Italy on the Alps, stren-
uously argued in favour of the creation of the Alpine Corps, and this body was al-
ready stationed in Cadore by 1873. The 14th Alpine Corps, made up of 250 men
under Captain De Vecchi, was garrisoned at Pecòl on 23 March of that year, and af-
terwards gave birth to the 27th Cadore Battalion in 1877, composed of the 67th and
68th Corps at Pieve and the 65th at Auronzo.
The ever more complex manoeuvres that began to fill the woods of Cadore with
unwonted clamour from then on naturally gave rise to the need for new accommo-
dation and roads. The first wooden barracks for the strange new infantrymen with
their eagle-feather (or crow-feather) bowlers was built at Pieve in May 1873, and last-
ed until 2 July 1913, when it was de-
stroyed by fire. It was rebuilt in mason-
ry the year afterwards. The first building
was on the site at present occupied by
the present Buffa di Perrero barracks,
and consisted of a large single construc-
tion 50 metres long, large enough to
hold 184 soldiers (or 368 in bunk beds),
and was surrounded by a simple fence.
The Alpini had to wait to have a barracks
at Auronzo until 1887, when the build-
ing known as the Casa Grande di
Ferieve, between Villagrande and Rieve,
was sold to the Army. It was just beyond
the present unused Mount Agudo cable
car station. In fact the Alpine troops
were stationed at Conegliano during the
winter and only came up to Cadore dur-
ing the warmer weather from 1 May to
early November, when their famous en-
campments were set up. Among the
most memorable of these occasions was
the 14th Corps encampment at Pelos in
June 1898 and, before that, the 10th
Alpine Battalion and the 78th Infantry
Regiment encampment in July 1881,
with exercises that saw the soldiers also engaged in roadworks, above all on the Mau-
ria Road, at the same time as Queen Margherita was staying at Perarolo, in the Cadore.
It was to parade in homage to the Queen, who also came to Cadore on holiday in Au-
gust the year after, that in 1882 Captain Davide Menini led the 35th Corps of the 10th
Alpine Battalion, mainly composed of men from the area, on an incredible march
of 200 kilometres (a return journey in two days). They marched from Stazione Car-
nia to Perarolo and back: a feat that has become a myth, and one that served to
show everyone the exceptional temper of these new troops, who had been over-crit-
icised up to that time.

replein. The gorge, which was accessible from an iron drawbridge, had a ditch
five metres wide and as many deep, covered by the numerous windows in the
casemates and the caponier, which was designed as a continuation of the south-
east wall. 
The guns on the battery façade, trained towards Colle Le Piazze, had a significant
range and were able to cover a substantial stretch of the Piave valley, specifi-
cally the slopes around Calalzo, Grea and Vallesella, the Domegge road and the
more accessible parts of the left-hand bank of the Piave. Gunfire from the sides
and the gorge, on the other hand, could only be short range, covering Pieve di
Cadore and the river bend in the valley at Pozzale.
The artillery consisted of 2 medium- and 2 small-calibre pieces on the right; in
the event of war, the garrison consisted of half a company of Fortress Infantry
and from 60 to 70 gunners.
At the outbreak of war it was garrisoned by the 7th Fortress Artillery Regiment
(Mobile Militia) and the 70th Company of the VIII Group of the 9th Fortress Ar-

tillery Regiment (Territorial Militia), with two 149 G cannons and two 1886
Gardner machine-guns.
In practice the battery was not used during the whole war and shared the des-
tiny of the nearby Mount Ricco fort, being destroyed by the Austrians in Oc-
tober 1918.
Extensive restoration works were carried out on it at the end of the twentieth
century to adapt it for use as a workshop; it is now a private dwelling and the
interior is not open to the public.
After going round the left-hand side of the battery with the help of some im-
provised bridges and admiring the view over central Cadore, you can get down
to the Roccolo di Sant’Alipio through the wood in 20 to 30 minutes. This lo-
cality still preserves some of that magical atmosphere that inspired Antonio
Caccianiga’s novel about the Cadore hero, Pietro Fortunato Calvi.

THE CASTELLO BATTERY
You will use the same former military service road that goes to the Mount Ric-
co fort, passing through a charming, quiet wood that comes as a surprise such
a short distance from the centre of Pieve.
The battery, an elegant construction, was designed by the Italian Engineers on
the rocky top of Mount Castello, 953 metres, on the narrow ridge south-east of
Pieve. Completed during the last twenty years of the nineteenth century as an
addition and a supplement to the nearby fort of Monte Ricco, its façade was 25
metres long, divided by two hollow traverses and constructed with 8-metre thick
parapets.
The gun platform, built from the façade, more than 9 metres wide and with stairs
leading to the terreplein, was large enough to take two medium-calibre pieces,
while the sides, perpendicular to the front and the gorge, enclosed a narrow court-
yard. Casemates were constructed under the front and sides, all laid out on a sin-
gle level, while enough space for two levels had been obtained in the gorge ter-

Gorge of the fort seen from the end of the military road from Pieve that leads straight
to the rear of the position.

MONUMENT TO CALVI.
In 1909 a fine monument to Pietro
Fortunato Calvi was unveiled on Col
Contràs, which could be seen from a
distance, but in March 1918 the
Austrians blew it up. It was replaced
in 1931 by the present bronze
sculpture by Marini on the slopes of
Mount Ricco.

Covered way on
the gorge of the
Castello battery.

THE ROCCOLO DI SANT’ALIPIO
The Roccolo di Sant’Alipio, a
recently restored bird snare in
the Father Christmas Park in
Pieve di Cadore, inspired the
eventful novel by Antonio
Caccianiga devoted to the
epic adventure of Pietro
Fortunato Calvi, which was
published by Fratelli Treves in
Milan and went through no
fewer than 22 editions, the
last of which in 1922.

Giovanni Ivanoff worked
with the Italian Engineers on
a large number of
fortification works in Cadore.

Alpine soldier Gerardo Pais, from
Auronzo, Queen Margherita’s
guide at Misurina in 1900.
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I LUOGHI DELLA GRANDE GUERRA IN PROVINCIA DI BELLUNO
Interventi di recupero e valorizzazione nei territori del Parco della Memoria

Progetto cofinanziato dall’Unione Europea mediante Fondo Europeo di Sviluppo Regionale
Iniziativa Comunitaria Interreg IIIA Italia-Austria 2000-2006 - Progetto (Cod. VEN 222001)

DIE ORTE DES ERSTEN WELTKRIEGES IN DER PROVINZ BELLUNO
Eingriffe der Wiederinstandsetzung und Valorisierung in den Gebieten des Erinnerungsparks

Von der E.U. Unterstützes Projekt Mittels Europäischer Wärungsfonds zur Regionalen Entwicklung
Gemeinschaftsinitiative Interreg IIIA Italien-Österreich 2000-2006 - Projekt (Cod. VEN 222001)

GREAT WAR SITES IN THE PROVINCE OF BELLUNO
Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial Park

Project co-financed by the European Union through European Found for Regional Developmen
Community Initiative Interreg IIIA Italia-Austria 2000-2006 - Project (Cod. VEN 222001)

1 Forcella Lavaredo
2 Quota “2385” ai Piani di Lavaredo
3 Croda dell’Arghena
4 Giro del Col di Mezzo
5 Misurina - Monte Piana
6 Rif. A. Bosi e Monte Piana
7 Cristallino di Misurina
8 Valle delle Baracche
9 Posizione “Edelweiss” - Sella del Sief

10 Sella Sief - Cima Sief
11 Cima Sief - Col di Lana
12 Da Cima Lana ai Ciadiniéi
13 Ciadinéi - Sella Sief
14 Variante Col de la Roda
15 Cima Lana - Costone Castello - Sella Sief
16 Cima Lana - Agai e Palla
17 Col Da Daut - Col Toront
18 Museo storico a Serauta - Marmolada
19 Malga Ciapèla - Ombretta di Marmolada
20 Zona monumentale della Marmolada

21 Col Ciampon
22 Monte Tudaio
23 P.so Mauria - M. Miaron
24 P.so Mauria - Col Audoi
25 Col Vidal
26 Anello dei Colli
27 Forte Monte Ricco
28 Batteria Castello
29 Forte Col Vaccher
30 Monte Tranego
31 Forte Pian dell’Antro
32 Col S. Anna - La Glories
33 Vodo - Becco di Cuzze (Accesso A)
34 Vodo - Becco di Cuzze (Accesso B)
35 Monte Rite
36 Col Pradamio
37 Spiz Zuel
38 Col de Saléra - Monte Punta
39 Tagliata di San Martino
40 Batteria Listolade

SECONDA LINEA FORTI DEL CENTRO CADORE

14.1 FORTE DI MONTE RICCO (m. 953)

14.2 BATTERIA CASTELLO (m. 953)

THE PIEVE DI CADORE FORTIFICATIONS
In Cadore there is a system of forts, batteries, positions, depots, observation posts
and roads that was constructed by the Italian Army to serve against the Austri-
ans from 1866 onwards, but which only acquired an acceptably organic and effi-
cient structure on the immediate threshold of the Great War. 
The defence concept was first based on a mediaeval tradition, because in previ-
ous centuries the Most Serene Republic of Venice considered the Venas and Loz-
zo passages as two defence bulwarks that were capable of allowing central Cadore
and its main town, Pieve, to resist an enemy offensive. This was borne out by the
heroic stand organised by P.F. Calvi in 1848.
After the annexation of Venice to the Kingdom of Italy, mainly on the initiative
of Generals Pianell and Cosenz, a system of modest defence works was developed
on the hills of Vigo di Cadore. Here, at a height of about 1,000 metres (Col Pic-
colo, Col Rive, Col Tagliardo and Col Ciampon), field gun emplacements were con-
structed, with an access road to the fort gorge, trained to control the road below
and above all the crucial junction of Treponti, on which all supposed enemy move-
ments converged from Val Ansiei and Comelico.
Afterwards, in around 1880, it was decided to design the barrier further back,
near Pieve di Cadore and Tai di Cadore, in order to contain enemy penetrations both
from the centre of Cadore and from Val Ansiei before they could easily break through
through towards Longarone and Belluno. Between 1882 and 1896, accordingly, the
system known as the Pieve di Cadore fortifications was completed, including the
forts of Batteria Castello, Mount Ricco and Col Vaccher near Pieve and Tai di Cadore,
with a whole series of access and ring roads (Pozzale-Mount Tranego, Costapi-
ana-San Dionisio and Sant’Anna-Col Maò) and the mountain refuges on Pian dei
Buoi and Val Inferna, near the Casera Razzo dairy farm. While the forts of Batte-
ria Castello and Mount Ricco pointed their medium-calibre guns against Domegge
and the further bank of the Piave, the fort on Col Vaccher, very vast and complex,
turned the mouths of its four to eight cannons towards the Boite valley.
The main task of this system was not solely defensive; it was also intended to be
counter-offensive, as it was devoted to the safeguarding of a protected area, that
of Pieve, in which an army corps could easily get ready to head for Franzenfeste
(Fortezza). The idea was to carry out a rapid breakthrough to the west in order to
cut off the wedge of Trento territory that, since 1866, had constituted a trouble-
some impediment to any Italian offensive in Friuli and on the Isonzo, which would
have been fatally exposed to an obvious outflanking manoeuvre after any Austri-
an advance towards Verona and Lake Garda.
The works, however, were in ordinary masonry, easily dominated from the surround-
ing heights and unable, with their hollow traverses that could easily be picked
out in the woods, to provide a proper protection for the guns. Constructed ac-
cording to almost mediaeval criteria (ditch, drawbridge, machicolations, etc.), they
ended by very soon becoming obsolete in the light of the substantial advances in
siege warfare that were made in Europe at the end of the century, and their com-
pletion coincided with the profound moral and economic crisis that afflicted Italy
after the débacle at Adua in 1896; the installations were deprived of the finan-
cial resources that would have been needed to update and rebuild them.
It was not until 1904, when more funds arrived and new strategic studies flour-
ished, that Cadore again came to the foreground in Italy’s strategic defence con-
cept.  After long technical diatribes among H.R.H. the Duke of Aosta, Minister of
War Spingardi, Chief of Staff Pollio, the Eastern Military Theatre and the Artillery
and Engineering Inspectorates, some positions that were of particular importance
for the control of the communications below them were selected. Some strong

Mount Ricco
fort and Castello
battery from the
ruins of the
cableway near
Tai di Cadore in
November 1917.

Covered way on
the gorge of the
Mount Ricco fort.

View of the
Castello battery
from Mount Ricco
in a pre-First War
photograph.

Plan of the
Mount Ricco
fort and the
Castello battery
from a survey by
Austro-
Hungarian
intelligence,
1896.

armoured positions were thus constructed, specifically two opere basse(lower works)
on Col Piccolo near Vigo and on Pian dell’Antro near Venas, and three opere alte
(higher works) on Mount Tudaio, Col Vidal and Mount Rite. These constructions
complied with the theory of armoured forts that then held sway in Europe, sup-
ported in Italy by General E. Rocchi; often served by boldly conceived and costly
access roads, the fruit of the labours of thousands of Engineers, but also of civil-
ian contractors and labourers, they were designed to hold concrete batteries fit-
ted with Armstrong model revolving nickel steel cupolas for 149 A guns, able to
hit targets up to 14 kilometres away, and were virtually resistant to any enemy
attack. Each armoured battery was also served by a series of barracks, stores and
workshops excavated out of the underlying rock, with the capability, through suc-
cessions of defensive circuits, supplementary observation posts and additional de-

fences, mainly in caverns, of ensuring the impregnability of the entire fortification
against any attack, keeping it operational to the bitter end, even in the event of
the valleys below being entirely occupied by the enemy. The garrison of 300 to 500
men also had shelters, wells, equipment and provisions for months, so that they could
operate even under completely adverse weather conditions, such as exceptional snow-
falls or particularly intense cold.
A complex and unusual system of fortifications thus came into being, including
the old installations of Pieve, soon downgraded to serve as stores and prisons, and
the new high-level forts, with two distant outposts: one was established on Mount
Miaron, above the Mauria pass, where a sighting post was constructed that could
direct the action of the guns of the fort at Mount Tudaio against forces coming from
Carnia, and one on Col Pradamio, chosen for the construction of a position above

the Longarone-Zoldo road. The name adopted and usually employed throughout
the First War to indicate this defence system and the direct control it exercised above
all over Cadore and Val Maè was the Cadore-Maè fortifications.
When war broke out, however, this defence system, with all its 73 officers, 4,000
troops and 92 guns and a substantial amount of reserves and munitions, proved use-
less and incapable of favourably affecting the operations in progress on the front
line, which was beyond the range of its gunfire. The Italian IV Army troops (com-
manded first by General L. Nava and then by General M. N. di Robilant) could only
count on these forts as a defence asset in the event of an unexpected collapse of
the front line (for example the Strafexpiditionepisode in 1916) or, oftener and of-
tener as time passed, as a plentiful reserve of soldiers, cannons, machine-guns, shells
and various other materials to be diverted for the needs of the front, above all the

line in the Venezia Giulia area. So a steady trickle of requisitions began that end-
ed by weakening the entire structure, which was first under the command of Gen-
eral G. Venturini, reducing it to a bad condition of material efficiency as well as
of strategic and tactical readiness. 
Commanded in the frantic days after Caporetto by General A. Marocco, the forti-
fied area was never given a clear and unequivocal function, often having to sub-
mit to the diverse and fluctuating concepts of the Chief of Staff of the IV Army
(General M. N. di Robilant) and the Commander of the I Army Corps (General S.
Piacentini). It was abandoned prematurely with limited damage to its structures,
without having the chance to engage in any worthwhile artillery action before or
during the desperate and spasmodic defence put up by the Italian troops in cen-
tral Cadore and the Boite valley.

Entrance to the Mount Ricco fort, with drawbridge and ditch.

Cover. Ruins of the Mount Ricco fort, inner courtyard with access to the gutted ammunition stores.

Coordination: COMUNITÀ MONTANA AGORDINA - Via IV Novembre, 2 - 32021 Agordo (BL) - Italia
Tel. 0039 0437 62390 - Fax 0039 0437 62043 - Email interreg.cma@agordino.bl.it D
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CONTINUE

GREAT WAR SITES IN THE PROVINCE OF BELLUNO
Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial Park

LIST OF ITINERARIES

History and description of the Great War sites

GENERAL INFORMATION

The fundamental intention of this project is to acquaint the new generations with the splendid and enchanting places that were
the backdrop to the terrible and tragic events involved in the Great War on the Dolomite front. The traces of 29 seemingly end-
less months of struggle that have survived the passing of time enhance the fascination and the beauty of the landscape, teach-
ing us to observe, know and learn.
Itineraries of various lengths and degrees of difficulty have been proposed for visiting these sites, some of them fully realis-
able fully considering the needs of people with reduced mobility. The itineraries that are suggested have been selected bear-
ing some basic features in mind, such as historical significance, ease of access and nearness to other sites of historical interest.
We hope that this new historical and cultural opportunity will find a large number of visitors and enthusiasts who not only
love the mountains for their natural beauty but are able to perceive the relationship between man and nature, which has left
very special traces in these spots as a result of the Great War.

OOrrggaanniissiinngg  aauutthhoorriittiieess  aanndd  ffiinnaanncciinngg  bbooddiieess

“…the Alps see prodigies, not only on the part of individuals, but also of big patrols, platoons and whole companies. And not do we
see feats performed by the most expert, but even the youngest recruits soon turn into accomplished climbers. Some new mountain
routes are even opened up under enemy fire to meet the needs of war..." (A. Berti).
A historical record to re-discover the Mountains, not to forget, to know the men that lived this tragic but extraordinary ad-
venture. Memories of war for paths of peace.
This has been, as it still is, the purpose of the work done by the Technical and Scientific Committee of the Italy-Austria Inter-
reg III A project called "Great War sites in the Province of Belluno. Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial
Park". The results of the Committee's labours are the guides and leaflets that give everyone the chance to tackle easy itiner-
aries and experience life on the front line at first hand, realising the difficulties of the existence at an altitude of more than 2,000
metres of the soldiers of the opposing armies.
This is to remember that the war is not something that has been forgotten and that, in the words of Surgeon Second-Lieutenant
Gino Frontali, "...it is not a parenthesis that we can hasten to close to go back to what we were saying before...".

CCoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  aanndd  SScciieennttiiffiicc  aanndd  TTeecchhnniiccaall  CCoommmmiitttteeee


