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DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE
The fort can be reached easily after a pleasant walk in the woods of Tai di Cadore,
along a road that is open to traffic. The route is almost entirely in the shade in
quite a secluded and silent area. Rendezvous: at Tai di Cadore, in the big square
in front of the former railway station (839 m).
DIFFERENCE IN ALTITUDE
About 150 metres.
DURATION
From three to four hours. The time you spend in the area depends on how thor-
oughly you wish to examine the fortified perimeter and the nearby positions at
Ciaupa. A diversion of about an hour will enable you to climb to the top of Mount
Zucco (1,197 m), where there are remains of an army shelter.
DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY
None: as far as the entrance to the fort, the excursion is also suitable for per-
sons with poor mobility. A sure step, however, is necessary if you decide you want
to get to the top of Mount Zucco, where there are exposed and friable stretches.

pants could get to the terreplein and cross the roof of the left-hand side of
the fort or cross an armoured bridge that went past the courtyard to the right.
There was a ditch in front of the fort 8 to 10 metres wide, which ended to the
north in a wall perpendicularly above a steep hillside, with an inclined scarp
(45% gradient) walled into the right-hand part and about 30 metres high at
its highest point.
In front of the left-hand side of the fort, as also halfway along the gorge, in-
cluding the covered caponier, there was a defence ditch five metres wide and
as many metres deep with a masonry counterscarp.  Access to the right-hand
wall and the right of the gorge was prevented by a masonry counterscarp, while
the ditch in front and to the left was defended by a reverse-fire caponier with
six openings in the form of machicolations to help in the defence of the base
of the wall. 
At the shoulder defending the right wall was corner semi-caponier, built on
the steep rock face, while the gorge was defended by a two-storey caponier with
openings in all directions. The ditch was crossed by a drawbridge providing ac-
cess to the courtyard and the main ammunition store, which was to the right
of the gorge caponier, which had been excavated out of the living rock with
the help of mines.
The fort’s characteristic was that it was very effective from the front, enfilad-
ing the Boite valley and the road from Valle to the La Passage narrows. On the
left bank of the Boite it covered the slopes and access roads to the Costapiana
barns, while on the right it covered the rocky slopes opposite the confluence with
the Rio Vallesina and the plain with the Piano di Sotto barns. The right-hand
wall covered the area surrounding the Rio Secco and the slopes of Nebbiù and
Vissa with the Tai saddle, while the left-hand wall covered the slopes descend-
ing north from the top of Mount Zucco (1,196 m).

THE FORT ON COL VACCHER
The fine almost entirely tarmac road goes through the Manzago wood on the
north slopes of Mount Zucco, and has a number of variations. The original path
taken by the cart track is the central one, but there is a fork at an altitude of
870 metres that can be taken leading to the slopes of Ciaupa, where two gun
emplacements were envisaged at 1,000 metres, and then to the left-hand side
of the fort.
The imposing construction built by the Italian Engineers between 1883 and 1895,
992 metres high on a rib of Mount Zucco above the Tai saddle and the conflu-
ence of the Boite and the Piave, was the southern extremity of the Pieve di Cadore
fortifications, its gunfire trained on enemy movements from the Cortina basin
and controlling the roads leading to the critical Tai junction.
It was the biggest of all the works completed in Cadore before the end of the
nineteenth century, with a structure similar to those of the Mount Ricco fort and
the Castello battery.
It had a straight façade with a terreplein and an 8-metre high parapet divided
into four sections by five hollow traverses, its main axis directed towards Ve-
nas. Two medium-calibre guns could be placed on the platforms separated by
traverses, while the part between the last traverse to the right and the shoul-
der was equipped to be defended by infantry and allowed the use of field ar-
tillery. The two sides were not parallel to each other, with roofs that had no spe-
cial defences, but the fort could be defended on the left and from the casemates
in the gorge, while in front and on the right the garrison could operate in a
passageway protected by a parapet. All the rooms in the sides and the gorge
communicated with each other and with the casemates in front, as also with
the hollow traverses and the walkway constructed behind the parapet.
A ramp led from the narrow inner courtyard to the roof, from which the occu-

SSAAIINNTT  DDIIOONNYYSSIIUUSS’’SS  CCHHUURRCCHH  IINN  WWAARR  AANNDD  PPEEAACCEE

In its position opposite Antelao, with the Piave Valley lying below and with all the
tracks winding round Mounts Tranego and Pradonego and Col Maò completely
visible around it, the little Church of San Dionisio is completely striking and cap-
tures the heart of all mountain hikers.
According to tradition, Saint Dionysius came here looking for a hermitage far
from all human distractions; he had settled in the valley below but could not stand
the noise and bustle of the haymaking on the slopes of Costa Nuda, Val Costede
and Val Longiarù. But apart from these pleasant legends, we know that the church
was first erected in 1508, as this date was found carved on a roof beam and that
it is mentioned in various sixteenth century docu-
ments. More recently it became very well known as
a result of Queen Margherita’s excursion. She set off
from Villa Lazzaris in Perarolo with a host of dig-
nitaries on 23 August 1882 and climbed from Poz-
zale, a part of the way on foot and the other part
in a litter, to the top of the mountain to consume a
meal under a majestic pavilion of branches and flow-
ers that had been especially set up for her.
In 1910, however, the church was in such a poor con-
dition that it was absolutely necessary to pull it down
and rebuild it. The first stone of the new building,
which is the one we see now, was laid on 18 July that year and on 31 August it was
ready to be blessed and opened for worship in the presence of Archdeacon Bernar-
di. It was a paradoxical irony, however, that Saint Dionysius had come here in
search of tranquillity! At this very spot, an anti-aircraft observation post was placed
a few yards away from the church during the Great War, with a machine-gun
and trenches and also a telephone line to the Calmi barracks in Pieve, in an at-
tempt to solve the awkward problem of discouraging the ever more harassing Aus-
tro-Hungarian raids on the Italian aerodromes at Tai and the various installations
of the Cadore-Maè fortifications scattered over the Boite valley.
The good Saint Dionysius, among so much din and clamour, in the sights of the
enemy aeroplanes and surrounded by a host of sandbags, would have preferred
to climb higher to the Crode di San Pietro, Croda Castellone and the Piria pass,
but this would also have been vain, because the Alpine troops and the Engineers
went up there too, laying out paths and setting up positions at 2,000 metres!
In our time, however, this daring army position is again a peerless terrace over the
Cadore that provides excellent and above all peaceful views; and, if this is so, we
can very well say that Saint Dionysius is again the lawful lord and guardian of
these mountains.

15.1 FORTE COL VACCHER (m. 992)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE
Take the road towards Pravalan and Luoida; look out for the Naités hay barns
(1,470 m) and the Costapiana refuge (1,570 m). Go on by route 251 towards
Mount San Dionisio (1,946 m), from which you can go direct to the Antelao
refuge (1,796 m) on the Pradonego saddle, or go through the Antracisa pass
(1,697 m) from which you can also head for the top of Mount Tranego (1,849
m) on route 252.
You can go on as far as the centre of Pozzale (1,054 m) afterwards on route
250, which offers clear, panoramic views. The Costapiana refuge can also be
reached by car on the partially tarmac vehicular road from Valle. Rendezvous:
Valle di Cadore, locality of San Rocco (857 m).
DIFFERENCE IN ALTITUDE
Nearly 1,000 metres.

DURATION
To Costapiana from 2,30 to 3 hours; to the Antelao refuge from 4 to 4,30 hours;
to Pozzale from 6 to 6,30 hours.
DEGREE OF DIFFICULY
Tourist path as far as Costapiana; hiking route as far as the Church of San Dion-
isio and the Antelao refuge; tourist path from Mount Tranego to Pozzale.

15.2 MONTE TRANEGO

DDAAMMOOSS,, TTHHEE  VVIILLLLAAGGEE  TTHHAATT  IISS  NNOO  MMOORREE

Only the Church of Sant’Andrea is left to watch over the numerous walls of ancient
houses that belonged to a community that dissolved last century. High up on a hill, it
welcomes us in all its neatness and pride, still living thanks to the tidiness that reigns
supreme and the evident care still devoted to the tiny graveyard. The church, the bell
tower and the graveyard (with its soldier that
died during the Great War) make up a whole,
a singular and touching nucleus, a heritage of
labour and devotion that is outside the world
with its convulsive hurly-burly.
Damos must already have had a church dedi-
cated to Saint Andrew in 1348, since a docu-
ment of that year bears witness to the legacy of
a pound of oil to this and to other Cadore
churches. The present structure goes back to the sixteenth century and is decorated
with exquisite frescoes, probably from the Tolmezzo school, and other eighteenth and
nineteenth century paintings. It was restored in 1619 and became a favourite spot on
Queen Margherita’s walks when she was on holiday in Perarolo in 1881 and 1882. At
that time, however, military strategy was beginning to concern itself with this restful
place because of the large open space that overlooked the brow of the rocky spur above
the point at which the Boite flows into the Piave. An artillery position was set up here,
801 metres high, dominating the whole area of Perarolo and Caralte: 80 metres long
and 30 wide, it covered the south slope of Mount Zucco, the Tai road, the Piave gorge
and the side valleys on the river’s left bank and the terrace of Caralte. It was served by
a vehicular road 1,250 metres long and 4 metres wide with an 8% gradient that branched
off from the Alemagna state highway. The position was big enough for 6 to 8 field guns,
but was designed to be armoured and garrisoned only in the event of war.
Damos was at the heart of fighting both in the convulsive stages of the Italian retreat
in November 1917 and the Austrian rout the following year. Then silence and obliv-
ion also descended for good over this Cadore belvedere, where there is now only si-
lence and wonderful views.
To get to Damos, go down towards Perarolo from Pieve di Cadore and take the road
that turns off the Alemagna to the right just before the big viaduct, or go up the love-
ly path that winds through the wood from the Rualan bridge under Valle di Cadore
(1 to 1,30 hours).

Pieve di Cadore fortification system, providing several observation posts and enabling
field artillery to be quickly deployed to specifically prepared emplacements. Espe-
cially in the Pozzale to Mount Tranego section, it earned the unconditional admi-
ration of the Austrians, above all owing to its solidity, which was achieved by a large
number of scarps and counterscarps and owing to the very concept behind its con-
struction, which was to allow the carriageway to be widened promptly in case of
need.
Important features all the way along the road were that it always ascended under
cover and that in the section between Mount Tranego and San Dionisio there were
continual short branches that served the various natural positions in which a gun
could be placed. There were eight main artillery positions, which are recognisable even
at a superficial look at the road: four on the north and four on the west slope. Two
were in the area of Cima Ciaupa, at heights of between 1,354 and 1,577 metres,
and two on Mount Tranego. They all had an extensive view of the Val d’Oten and
dominated the positions of the troops below. Specifically, the two lower positions
controlled the point at which the Piave Valley widened near the mouth of Val d’Oten
and the slopes around Calalzo and Grea, and covered the spaces that could not be
commanded by the guns on Mount Ricco. There were other positions at the Church
of San Dionisio, on Mount Col and near the Costapiana and Nantés hay barns. The
position at San Dionisio controlled the south and west slopes of Mount Antelao,
the Crode di San Pietro (2,260 m) and the area between Pian dei Cavalli and Pian del-

la Regoletta with their network of tracks. The remaining positions had an exten-
sive view over Val Maissima and Rio Vallesina, dominating the slopes before these
and the rib descending from Croda Castellone (2,156 m) to Col Maò (1,470 m). 
In the event of war the addition of other positions to these was not ruled out, con-
sidering that it was easy to tow guns to this road over the terrain quickly, or in any
event in a very short time, and construct short sections of road leading to the ar-
tillery positions considered most suitable. The Austrians planned to put from 12
to 16 pieces of field artillery on partially levelled land on Mount Tranego, 8 to 12
pieces on a natural surface on Mount Col, 4 to 6 on a natural surface at Costapi-
ana and 4 to 6 on a natural surface at the Naités hay barns.
There was a telephone post at the little Church of San Dionisio in communication
with the Calvi barracks at Tai di Cadore; the church could accommodate 12 men
in case of need, while a small army shelter in masonry on Mount Tranego (1,849
m) had a capacity of 35.
To obviate the shortage of water in this area, in 1911 the Italian Engineers began
to build a large cement tank with a capacity of 130 cubic metres at the Antracisa
pass, between San Dionisio and Mount Tranego which held water conveyed by a
steel pipeline. 
Near the pass a hut owned by the Pieve di Cadore Italian Alpine Club (which is
closed and unguarded) was dedicated in 1974 to Tita Panciera, a mountain guide
who died on Mount Pelmo in 1954.

THE MOUNT TRANEGO MILITARY ROAD
The military road that connects Valle di Cadore (840 m) to Costapiana (1,560 m),
then continuing by the Antracisa pass (1,697 m) and Mount Tranego (1,849 m) and
then to Pozzale (1,054 m) and Pieve di Cadore (880 m), was completed by the Ital-
ian Engineers in 1890. 
The section from Valle to Costapiana, 7.2 kilometres long, with a solid surface, was
originally 3 metres wide excluding the ditches, with a maximum gradient of 15% on
two short stretches about 400 metres long at around the third and sixth kilome-
tre,. It runs with numerous bends round steep slopes mostly thinly covered with fir
trees, and has a minimum radius of 6 metres on its curves, which also made it pos-
sible for it to be used by field artillery. 
The section from Costapiana to Pozzale, on the other hand, was designed as a mule
track on a natural but firm surface, 2.20 to 2.50 metres wide including the ditch.
Most of the route is very steep, the slopes either very thinly wooded or stony. Be-
tween Costapiana and San Dionisio it crosses two gullies over small safe wooden
bridges. There are no gradients of more than 15%, and it could be used by moun-
tain carts and even by field artillery after some easy improvisation.
The section 1.8 kilometres long from Pozzale to Pieve di Cadore was vehicular again,
with a solid surface, from 3 to 3.5 metres wide and a continuous gradient of from
8% to 10%.
This was considered a ring road whose objective was to protect the underlying

The Church of San Dionisio.

inally, the gorge covered the same slopes and also the 3-metre wide access
road to the fort from Tai, which continued to ascend eastwards from the open
space in front of the entrance up to a height of 800 metres.
The artillery consisted of 8 medium- and 3 small-calibre pieces on the right
and from 6 to 11 small-calibre pieces flanking the ditch. In the event of war,
the garrison consisted half a company of Fortress Infantry and from 60 to 70
gunners and there was a big water reservoir with a capacity of 550 cubic me-
tres.
The fort was already obsolete in the early twentieth century because it was a
low altitutude, because its conspicuous traverses were very visible from a dis-
tance and because its masonry construction was vulnerable to contemporary
artillery, and was thus mainly used as a storehouse and a prison during the war.
When war broke out, it accommodated the 7th Fortress Artillery Regiment (Mo-
bile Militia) V Group HQ and was garrisoned by about 200 men of the 13th
Company of the V Group of the 9th Fortress Regiment. It had four 149 G can-
nons and two 1886 Gardner machine-guns.
Abandoned by the Italians after being only partially scuttled, it was damaged,
particularly the front, by Austrian bombs in October 1918. For many years it
was used for homes and art workshops, but now it is completely abandoned
and almost buried by vegetation. Nevertheless, it is very interesting to walk
around the perimeter near the walls and stop to look at the gorge and the area
with the remains of the traverses and emplacements. Although the massive
earthwork of the façade and even the roof are obscured by a dense curtain of
trees, the structure still preserves its theatrical size intact and fully shows its
primacy over other contemporary structures, even thrilling visitors like a me-
diaeval hill castle, especially at the point where the corner semi-caponier at
the shoulder towers over the sheer rock beneath.

Interior of the church with fine mosaics.

Guns on a platform at Col Vaccher, the background
camouflaged for security.

South side of
Mount Antelao
from Casera
Cercenà.

Antelao refuge at Sella Pradònego.

Small church of
Damos with a
tiny graveyard
in front.

Costapiana refuge, formerly U. Ugolini.
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I LUOGHI DELLA GRANDE GUERRA IN PROVINCIA DI BELLUNO
Interventi di recupero e valorizzazione nei territori del Parco della Memoria

Progetto cofinanziato dall’Unione Europea mediante Fondo Europeo di Sviluppo Regionale
Iniziativa Comunitaria Interreg IIIA Italia-Austria 2000-2006 - Progetto (Cod. VEN 222001)

DIE ORTE DES ERSTEN WELTKRIEGES IN DER PROVINZ BELLUNO
Eingriffe der Wiederinstandsetzung und Valorisierung in den Gebieten des Erinnerungsparks

Von der E.U. Unterstützes Projekt Mittels Europäischer Wärungsfonds zur Regionalen Entwicklung
Gemeinschaftsinitiative Interreg IIIA Italien-Österreich 2000-2006 - Projekt (Cod. VEN 222001)

GREAT WAR SITES IN THE PROVINCE OF BELLUNO
Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial Park

Project co-financed by the European Union through European Found for Regional Developmen
Community Initiative Interreg IIIA Italia-Austria 2000-2006 - Project (Cod. VEN 222001)

1 Forcella Lavaredo
2 Quota “2385” ai Piani di Lavaredo
3 Croda dell’Arghena
4 Giro del Col di Mezzo
5 Misurina - Monte Piana
6 Rif. A. Bosi e Monte Piana
7 Cristallino di Misurina
8 Valle delle Baracche
9 Posizione “Edelweiss” - Sella del Sief

10 Sella Sief - Cima Sief
11 Cima Sief - Col di Lana
12 Da Cima Lana ai Ciadiniéi
13 Ciadinéi - Sella Sief
14 Variante Col de la Roda
15 Cima Lana - Costone Castello - Sella Sief
16 Cima Lana - Agai e Palla
17 Col Da Daut - Col Toront
18 Museo storico a Serauta - Marmolada
19 Malga Ciapèla - Ombretta di Marmolada
20 Zona monumentale della Marmolada

21 Col Ciampon
22 Monte Tudaio
23 P.so Mauria - M. Miaron
24 P.so Mauria - Col Audoi
25 Col Vidal
26 Anello dei Colli
27 Forte Monte Ricco
28 Batteria Castello
29 Forte Col Vaccher
30 Monte Tranego
31 Forte Pian dell’Antro
32 Col S. Anna - La Glories
33 Vodo - Becco di Cuzze (Accesso A)
34 Vodo - Becco di Cuzze (Accesso B)
35 Monte Rite
36 Col Pradamio
37 Spiz Zuel
38 Col de Saléra - Monte Punta
39 Tagliata di San Martino
40 Batteria Listolade

SECONDA LINEA FORTI DEL CENTRO CADORE

15.1 FORTE COL VACCHER (m. 992)

15.2 MONTE TRANEGO

THE PIEVE DI CADORE FORTIFICATIONS
After the annexation of Venice to the Kingdom of Italy, mainly on the initiative
of Generals Pianell and Cosenz, intensive work started on fortifying Cadore against
the Austrians. The defence concept was essentially based on a mediaeval tradi-
tion, because in previous centuries the Most Serene Republic of Venice consid-
ered the Venas and Lozzo passages as two defence bulwarks that were capable of
allowing central Cadore and its main town, Pieve, to resist an enemy offensive. This
was borne out by the heroic stand organised by P.F. Calvi in 1848.
The first area selected to halt an enemy advance was that of the hills of Vigo di
Cadore (Col Piccolo, Col Tagliardo, Col Rive and Col Ciampon), where field gun
emplacements were constructed, with an access road to the fort gorge, trained
to control the crucial junction of Treponti, on which all supposed enemy move-
ments converged from Val Ansiei and Comelico.
Afterwards, in around 1880, it was decided to design the barrier further back,
near Pieve di Cadore and Tai di Cadore, in order to contain enemy penetrations both
from the centre of Cadore and from Val Ansiei before they could easily break through
through towards Longarone and Belluno. Between 1882 and 1896, accordingly, the
system known as the Pieve di Cadore fortifications was completed, including the
forts of Batteria Castello, Mount Ricco and Col Vaccher near Pieve and Tai di Cadore,
with a whole series of access and ring roads (Pozzale-Mount Tranego, Costapi-
ana-San Dionisio and Sant’Anna-Col Maò) in function of the strategic importance
of the east slopes of Mount Antelao, laid down to assist in the protection of the
fortifications. This bastion’s culminating points are Mount Tranego (1,849 m) and
San Dionisio (1,946 m), which enclosed a long saddle sloping down north-east-
wards towards the Molina and the Piave and southwards towards the Boite.
The rib extending further south from the southern foothills of the Antelao group
in the direction of La Passage, whose main summits are Col Maò (1,470 m), Col
Pecolines (1,449 m) and Col Vidal (1,459 m), was the extreme defence line west-
wards, served by the fine Venas-Col Sant’Anna-Col Pecolines military road. While
the forts of Batteria Castello and Mount Ricco pointed their medium-calibre guns
against Domegge and the further bank of the Piave, the fort on Col Vaccher, very
vast and complex, turned the mouths of its four to eight cannons towards the Boite
valley. The greater part of this system was completed under the directions of G.
Ivanoff (1851-1917), a singular figure, a patriot and an engineer of Russian ori-
gin who had fled to Italy from Pola in 1882. 
The main task of this system was not solely defensive; it was also intended to be
counter-offensive, as it was devoted to the safeguarding of a protected area, that
of Pieve, in which an army corps could easily get ready to head for Franzenfeste
(Fortezza). The idea was to carry out a rapid breakthrough to the west in order to
cut off the wedge of Trento territory that, since 1866, had constituted a trouble-
some impediment to any Italian offensive in Friuli and on the Isonzo, which would
have been fatally exposed to an outflanking manoeuvre after any Austrian advance
towards Verona.
The works, however, were in ordinary masonry, easily dominated from the surround-
ing heights and unable, with their hollow traverses that could easily be picked
out in the woods, to provide a proper protection for the guns. Constructed ac-
cording to almost mediaeval criteria (ditch, drawbridge, machicolations, etc.), they
ended by very soon becoming obsolete in the light of the substantial advances in
siege warfare that were made in Europe at the end of the century, and their com-
pletion coincided with the profound moral and economic crisis that afflicted Italy
after the débacle at Adua in 1896; the installations were deprived of the finan-
cial resources that would have been needed to update and rebuild them.

Austrian
drawing of the
fort on Col
Vaccher from
the north.

The fort as it was
found by the
Austrians in
November 1917.

The fort after it
was regained by
the Italians in
1918.

Improvised anti-
aircraft position
with a 75 mm
gun.

It was not until 1904, when more funds arrived and new strategic studies flour-
ished, that Cadore again came to the foreground in Italy’s strategic defence con-
cept.  After long technical diatribes among the top army commands, some posi-
tions that were of particular importance for the control of the communications be-
low them were selected. Some strong armoured forts were thus constructed, specif-
ically two opere basse(lower works) on Col Piccolo near Vigo and on Pian dell’Antro
near Venas, and three opere alte(higher works) on Mount Tudaio, Col Vidal and
Mount Rite. These constructions complied with the theory of armoured forts that
then held sway in Europe, supported in Italy by General E. Rocchi; often served
by boldly conceived and costly access roads, the fruit of the labours of thousands

of Engineers, but also of civilian contractors and labourers, the forts were designed
to hold concrete batteries fitted with Armstrong model revolving nickel steel cupo-
las for 149 A guns, able to hit targets up to 14 kilometres away, and were virtual-
ly resistant to any enemy attack. The garrisons of 300 to 500 men also had shel-
ters, wells, equipment and provisions for months, so that they could operate even
under completely adverse weather conditions.
A complex and unusual system of fortifications thus came into being, including
the old installations of Pieve, soon downgraded to serve as stores and prisons, and
the new high-level forts, with two distant outposts: one was established on Mount
Miaron, above the Mauria pass, where a sighting post was constructed that could

direct the action of the guns of the fort at Mount Tudaio against forces coming from
Carnia using the telephone and visual signalling, and one on Col Pradamio, chosen
for the construction of a position above the Longarone-Zoldo road. The name adopt-
ed and usually employed throughout the First War to indicate this defence system
and the direct control it exercised above all over Cadore and Val Maè was the Cadore-
Maè fortifications.
When war broke out, however, this defence system, with all its 73 officers, 4,000
troops and 92 guns and a substantial amount of reserves and munitions, proved use-
less and incapable of favourably affecting the operations conducted on the  front
line by the Italian IV Army (commanded first by General L. Nava and then by Gen-

eral M. N. di Robilant). So a steady trickle of requisitions began that ended by weak-
ening the entire structure, which was first under the command of General G. Ven-
turini, reducing it to a bad condition of material efficiency as well as of strategic
and tactical readiness. 
Commanded in the frantic days after Caporetto by General A. Marocco, the for-
tified area was never given a clear and unequivocal function, and was aban-
doned prematurely with limited damage to its structures, without having the
chance to engage in any worthwhile artillery action before or during the desper-
ate and spasmodic defence put up by the Italian troops in central Cadore and
the Boite valley.

Entrance and gorge of the Col Vaccher fort.

Cover: Mount Tranego with the peaks on the other side of the Piave seen from San Dionisio.
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CONTINUE

GREAT WAR SITES IN THE PROVINCE OF BELLUNO
Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial Park

LIST OF ITINERARIES

History and description of the Great War sites

GENERAL INFORMATION

The fundamental intention of this project is to acquaint the new generations with the splendid and enchanting places that were
the backdrop to the terrible and tragic events involved in the Great War on the Dolomite front. The traces of 29 seemingly end-
less months of struggle that have survived the passing of time enhance the fascination and the beauty of the landscape, teach-
ing us to observe, know and learn.
Itineraries of various lengths and degrees of difficulty have been proposed for visiting these sites, some of them fully realis-
able fully considering the needs of people with reduced mobility. The itineraries that are suggested have been selected bear-
ing some basic features in mind, such as historical significance, ease of access and nearness to other sites of historical interest.
We hope that this new historical and cultural opportunity will find a large number of visitors and enthusiasts who not only
love the mountains for their natural beauty but are able to perceive the relationship between man and nature, which has left
very special traces in these spots as a result of the Great War.

OOrrggaanniissiinngg  aauutthhoorriittiieess  aanndd  ffiinnaanncciinngg  bbooddiieess

“…the Alps see prodigies, not only on the part of individuals, but also of big patrols, platoons and whole companies. And not do we
see feats performed by the most expert, but even the youngest recruits soon turn into accomplished climbers. Some new mountain
routes are even opened up under enemy fire to meet the needs of war..." (A. Berti).
A historical record to re-discover the Mountains, not to forget, to know the men that lived this tragic but extraordinary ad-
venture. Memories of war for paths of peace.
This has been, as it still is, the purpose of the work done by the Technical and Scientific Committee of the Italy-Austria Inter-
reg III A project called "Great War sites in the Province of Belluno. Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial
Park". The results of the Committee's labours are the guides and leaflets that give everyone the chance to tackle easy itiner-
aries and experience life on the front line at first hand, realising the difficulties of the existence at an altitude of more than 2,000
metres of the soldiers of the opposing armies.
This is to remember that the war is not something that has been forgotten and that, in the words of Surgeon Second-Lieutenant
Gino Frontali, "...it is not a parenthesis that we can hasten to close to go back to what we were saying before...".

CCoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  aanndd  SScciieennttiiffiicc  aanndd  TTeecchhnniiccaall  CCoommmmiitttteeee


