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DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE
This visit will give you the opportunity to see some interesting defence works put
up by the Italian Army on the right bank of the Cordevole in a secluded and
attractive enrironment. Cross the Castèi bridge and you will immediately get to
the former roadman’s house on the site of the roadblock. An army cart track
climbs up the cone of an ancient landslide in three bends and leads to a fork:
the right-hand fork leads to the guardhouse on a small saddle and the other fork
goes up to three tunnels that cut through a projection from Col Pizzon and
continues as far as the Pianaz position at 1,050 metres. Rendezvous: leave your
car on the abandoned state road near the northern entrance to the Castèi tun-
nel near the Case Giovanelli and walk to the former roadman’s house.
DIFFERENCE IN ALTITUDE
About 100 metres up to the blockhouse, about 300 to Sasso di San Martino
and about 500 to Pianaz.
DURATION
2,30 hours for the climb and to see the blockhouse; 3 hours as far as Pianaz.
DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY
An easy walk on the mule track through the wood, with diversions on uneven
slopes covered with damp grass. A torch is needed to see the various tunnels.

TTHHEE  AAGGOORRDDOO  RROOAADDBBLLOOCCKK  IINN  TTHHEE  MMIIDDDDLLEE  AAGGEESS

This place, known as Castel Agordino until Veneto was annexed to Italy, was for
centuries a natural bulwark against invasions from the north. The passage, called
Tajada de San Martin, the St Martin roadblock, by the local population, is also
called I Castèi – the Castles – because of the large number of fortifications built
one after the other in relation to the evolution of the road, which in the course
of time changed from a rough path to a mule track and finally to a vehicular road,
which was flanked by the Agordo Railway from 1922 to 1955. With the construc-
tion of the Castèi tunnel, which by-passes the Cordevole gorge, the prerogatives
associated with obligatory transit have been somewhat reduced, to the benefit of
the scenery.
In 1483 Marin Sanudo the Younger, describing the Agordo Castle, wrote, “Four
miles along there is a castle in a poor condition, where there is a difficult pass
called Castelo Gordino, and also a Church of San Martino; you can’t stay on horse-
back, but have to dismount , as shown here”. According to Florio Miari, this cas-
tle was built in around 550 and was restored by Bishop Otto of Turin after his ap-
pointment in 1224, with other Belluno castles such as “Castione, in Celentino,
in Gavazzo e alla Rocca”. According to Giorgio Piloni, the Belluno historian, in
1431 “Bartolomeo Miaro was sent to command Agordo Castle with some for-
eign soldiers and many others from the town, a measure that was very impor-
tant to protect the town from attacks by the Hungars pouring into Italy with the
Emperor”. Agordo Castle was also very important in 1438
during Venice’s war against the Duke of Milan, and again
in 1487 during the war with Germany.
At its acme, the castle was a big battlemented construc-
tion with loopholes that was defended by a captain and
eight guards in time of danger, while in peacetime it was
supervised by a watchman.

TTHHEE  DDEESSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  RROOAADDBBLLOOCCKK

On 10 November 1917, the retreating IV Army (the 17th

and 18th Divisions of the IX Army Corps) came through
the roadblock and a sabotage artificer managed to set off
a number of fuses connected with explosive charges,
blowing up the work, the iron bridge and a section of
road before going away (his name was Adriano Malgaro
of the 5th Regiment of Engineers, and he received a
Bronze Medal).

20.1 TAGLIATA DI SAN MARTINO

DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE
The Listolade battery can be reached by a good military road from Coi di Pé-
den, a hamlet belonging to Taibon Agordino. The remains of the battery come
after 1,200 metres, but about 300 metres from the beginning you will come to
a fork: the road on the left-hand side continues to climb round three bends up
to a height of 1,033 metres, where the positions of Costa Bortolot were set up.
Today, however, this road may well be closed because of three recent landslides.
Rendezvous: leave your car at Casoi di Péden (680 m) and walk up an excellent
vehicular road as far as the ruins of the fort at 778 metres, and to the Costa Bor-
tolot positions at 1,033 metres if possible.
DIFFERENCE IN ALTITUDE
About 100 metres to the fort and 350 to the higher positions.
DURATION
1,30 hours for the climb and the visit to the ruined fort, 2 hours to the Costa Bortolot area.
DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY
This is an easy walk on a military road. The section from the fort to Costa Bor-
tolot may not be accessible owing to the danger of landslides along the way,
so look out for the latest signs on the road.

20.2 BATTERIA LISTOLADE

FFRROOMM  BBRRIIBBAANNOO  TTOO  AAGGOORRDDOO,, TTHHEE  TTRRAAIINN  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  MMIINNEESS

People started thinking of building a narrow gauge railway from Bribano to Agor-
do at the end of the nineteenth century, and in 1907 a project was prepared for
a normal gauge electric railway on this section, above all to reduce the costs of
transporting timber and the minerals extracted from the Val Imperina mines.
After the Great War, Montecatini took up the original project again through one
of its companies, SAIF, and obtained a concession in 1921. Work started in 1922
and only took three years to be considered completed: this section of railway con-
nected Bribano with Agordo following the course of the Cordevole, passing over
particularly difficult points such as the final section from La Muda to Agordo,
where SBCC, a Belluno civil engineering company, had to construct some espe-
cially challenging tunnels and bridges. As this was an electric railway, a special
power station had to be set
up at Sass Muss, in the Mu-
nicipality of Sospirolo, near
Roe Alte, which supplied the
locomotives with electricity
at 2,000 volts.
Naturally there had to be a
number of small stations
along the route, in addition
to the termini at Bribano
and Agordo, and these were
constructed at Sedico, Roe
Alte, Mas, Peron, La Stanga,
La Muda and Le Miniere, all
villages that indeed found that their new train service was a powerful means of
social and cultural emancipation.
Montecatini finally found that the cost of the railway was ten million Italian lire,
but the most favourable aspect was that the State had assured it of support from
public funds to the tune of 50,000 lire a year. Apart from the financial angle, the
stimulus that the train gave to tourism should not be overlooked: it attracted a
host of fresh holidaymakers to the Agordo area, and also made it easier for the lo-
cal population to move around, above all on feast days such as 29 June, when
the St Peter’s Day fête was held at Agordo. Naturally there was a euphoric at-
mosphere on the day of the railway’s inauguration on Sunday 11 January 1925,
with a band and the attendance of Bishop Cattarossi and large numbers of civil-
ian and military authorities.
The locomotives and carriages were dark green, like those used by the Italian State
Railway, but smaller. Fortune seemed to smile on the new line during its first years
of operation: in 1928 it carried more than 65,000 passengers and about 61,000
tons of various kinds of freight. Unfortunately, however, it had opened at the very
moment that extraction in the Agordo mines was entering a fatal crisis, and by
the 1930s the figures for passengers and freight were already in constant decline.
Nevertheless the service still lasted a long time more, until 24 November 1955,
when the exhaustion of the mines in Val Imperina and the great fall in the num-
ber of passengers led to its closure after 30 years of meritorious service.

Window of the casemate situated immediately
below the Sasso di San Martino battery.

Remains of the corridor, without
its protective roof, that ran along
the front of the Listolade battery.

1895 plan
of the
roadblock
from
Austro-
Hungarian
intelligence
sources.

One of the characteristic
kettle holes along the
military road to Pianaz.

Blockhouse casemate with
loopholes for riflemen, who
fired from a platform.

The roadblock after its destruction
in 1917.

Celebrating the inauguration of the railway on 11 January 1925.

Remains of 
the blockhouse
toilets.

Remains of a battery traverse.

THE ROADBLOCK AT THE SAN MARTINO DEFILE
The Sasso di San Martino roadblock was conceived and constructed south of Agor-
do on a rocky, isolated buttress of the mountain of that name on the right bank of
the Cordevole, where the two sides of the valley close together and squeeze the
river through a narrow defile. The defence system was conceived on the basis of
four distinct features: the roadblock, the casemates above, the blockhouse and the
artillery position on the summit.
In 1911 the Austrians planned to position one 120 mm piece, four light cannons or
machine-guns for the roadblock, four machine-guns for the blockhouse and four to
six mountain guns for the summit. They estimated from 100 to 150 men for the road-
block and 20 to 30 for the blockhouse. 
The armoured roadblock, at an altitude of 480 metres, was built between 1883 and
1887 and consisted of three casemates enclosing a right-angled courtyard. The north-
east wall had two embrasures for rapid fire cannons, three loopholes on the upper
storey and four on the lower storey. The south-east wall had an embrasure for can-
nons and two loopholes on the upper storey and two for rifle fire on the lower storey. 
The gorge, which faced south-west, contained the entrance and only had loopholes
for infantry fire. Ordinary masonry only had been used to construct the roadblock,
with hollow bricks resting on the rock whose conformation thus constituted a kind
of roof. 
A ditch four metres wide and four deep with a stone counterscarp surrounded the
three sides and was preceded by a large open space in front of the façade. The
bridge over the ditch was retractable and could be laid in the tunnel. The ditch in

front of the façade and gorge was defended by riflemen in a tunnel excavated out
of the rock, which had two loopholes on each storey, while the side ditch was de-
fended from a tunnel in the counterscarp. The armaments envisaged on the façade
were two rapid-fire cannons, on the side a 12 cm recoiling cannon and two rapid-
fire cannons. A covered passageway also served two casemates for cannons that
had been hewn out of the rock of Sasso di San Martino.
The work of obstruction conceived and armoured in this way countered enemy move-
ments from the Agordo hollow towards Belluno from the rear, covering the Castei
Bridge and firing low over the road on the left of the Cordevole from the bridge for
about 250 metres towards the north-west. The side, on the other hand, could cover
the road towards Muda with enfilade fire to a distance of about 2.8 kilometres.
Only the ruins of the north-eastern section of the three original casemates on the
road still remain, but the ditch can still be made out, even if it is partly filled in,
with the rifle loopholes and the cannon embrasures visible in the lower part. The part
looking onto the courtyard has two squared stone arches with a radius of 2.50 me-
tres in the rubble wall. The doors and windows serving the inner corridor are walled
in, while a door leading to the lower storey in the defence section of the ditch, is
open but invaded by vegetation. Of the gorge in the south-western part there remains
a fine stone arch, which was the entrance to the roadblock but is now used as a
timber store.
The blockhouse, at 601 metres, was designed on a kind of rocky peak that was the
destination of the covered passage and also of the path which led from the gorge
to this lower outpost round three bends flanked by dry stone walls. In this kind of

natural bay, this fortification, whose sides rested on the bare stone mountainside,
protected from shells and considered “unassailable” by the Austrians, shut off tran-
sit with casemates equipped for defensive fire from infantry. The stony, uneven
ground, with the bushy vegetation in this area, made the artillery pieces invisible.
The guns controlled movements for about 900 metres along the road towards Ponte
del Cristo – Christ’s Bridge – with enfilade fire.
Today you can get to the blockhouse following the military road that begins a few
metres beyond the former roadman’s house, after passing a small spring in a cav-
ern and a tunnel with rooms and inner steps. The blockhouse, about 30 metres
long by 7 wide, is divided into five rooms, with access from a main door on the
south-west side that also leads to the rear courtyard. The rooms are inter-com-
municating and are all fitted with loopholes for rifles, while the fifth room, which
is split-level and dug out of the rock, acts as a caponier and leads to a munitions
depot and a tunnel coming out on a ravine over the waterfall from Val Carbonere.
From the front courtyard, about 30 metres long by 25 wide, a tunnel on the right
as you stand with your back to the loopholes, dug out of the rock, leads to an ar-
tillery emplacement in a cavern with an adjacent ammunition store. 
The cannon emplacement on the top of Sasso di San Martino, 790 metres high, was
laid out by levelling the ground and removing a chapel that had been erected there.
The four to six guns that were planned covered the road below as far as beyond
the Ponte di Cristo - Christ’s Bridge - 2 kilometres to the north, also controlling
the Noach plateau and the higher parts of the side valleys.
The road nowadays is easily negotiable, characterised by a series of tunnels exca-
vated out of the rock, with rooms and windows, which enable you to reach the small
barrack building under cover. This construction is about 10 metres lower than the
position, rectangular (about 8 metres by 5) and originally had a sloping roof. 
The battery on top of the mountain, facing north-west, is overgrown with vegeta-
tion but one can see that it was divided by a big traverse and that the two posi-
tions obtained in this way were protected by a forward earthwork. Trenches that
were once covered, defensive walls and various tunnels with artillery pieces com-
pleted the fortified perimeter of this little Agordo fortress. One of the interesting
things to see is the arms of the 7th Alpine Regiment on a bend just before the bat-
tery. 
From  the fork at 632 metres (one of the routes being signposted “delle malghe
abbandonate” – “to the abandoned grazing huts” and the other “via degli ospizi” –
“to the hospices”) the main military road continues through three more tunnels as
far as Pianaz (1,050 m), where there were artillery sheds and deployment areas.

south of Mezzocanale, dominating the entire wide stretch of the valley and its en-
trance from Val Corpassa.
Unfortunately, serious landslides have caused damage above all to the area of the
central traverse, partially sparing the one on the left as you look towards the gorge.
This construction in earth and rubble is still recognisable and partly accessible. The
two wide flights of steps for infantry to reach the battery are also recognisable, even
if a thick mantle of grass has now completely overgrown them.
You can also make out the ramps to the gorge, necessary to draw the small-calibre
guns to their positions: the right-hand one, which has a parapet, has crumbled away
in several points, while the one on the left, more arched and not so steep, seems
to be better conserved.
The vaulted corridor, originally two metres high, that ran under the terreplein of
the façade is now open to the sky and partially buried as if it were a trench. It had
three entrances to the gorge. There were steps from this corridor for the infantry
to get to the battery roof quickly, but the only traces of these are holes in the ground.
The casemate ceilings were vaulted in cement, while the walls show that they were
only made of dry stone assembled without very much care.
The left-hand fork from the junction about 300 metres before the battery contin-
ues to climb up to a height of 1,033 metres round three bends to the place where
the Costa Bortolot positions were set up. They were on the rocky spur of the same
name overlooking the Cordevole valley; the ground was artificially levelled to make
room for four mountain guns that covered the valley from Mezzocanale to Ghirlo
and Val Corpassa.

BATTERIES AND ARTILLERY POSITIONS AT THE LISTOLADE DEFILE
The fortifications intended to operate in close conjunction with the San Martino de-
file roadblock were above all the Listolade battery and the positions at Costa Bor-
tolot. 
The Listolade battery, also known as the Péden fort, south-east of Listolade, was
designed on a kind of terrace on the slopes of Mount San Lucano. The first section
of the road that goes up from Casoi di Péden winds among some houses with or-
chards and about halfway up the counterscarp wall draws back forming a wedge in-
to the wood, a protected space suitable for use as an ammunition store originally
covered with an arch. After about 1,200 metres you come to the remains of the bat-
tery, now overgrown by small trees. 
The work originally consisted of a field battery on a terrace-shaped open space called
Col di Péden, at an altitude of 778 metres. It had a straight façade with a terre-
plein, served by steps and defended by two traverses, resting to the west on the rocky
mountainside  and on a wing wall to the east. A part of the façade and the wall
on the right-hand side was intended to be defended by infantry, while the traverse
areas had underground accommodation with vaulted ceilings, inter-communicat-
ing by means of a corridor that was also vaulted and ran under the terreplein par-
allel to the line of the façade.
Flights of steps led from the end of this corridor to the two gun platforms, which
were not, however, protected by ditches.
The armament intended in the event of war consisted of four recoiling 12-15 cm
pieces that could bring enfilade fire to bear on the Listolade defile for 750 metres
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I LUOGHI DELLA GRANDE GUERRA IN PROVINCIA DI BELLUNO
Interventi di recupero e valorizzazione nei territori del Parco della Memoria

Progetto cofinanziato dall’Unione Europea mediante Fondo Europeo di Sviluppo Regionale
Iniziativa Comunitaria Interreg IIIA Italia-Austria 2000-2006 - Progetto (Cod. VEN 222001)

DIE ORTE DES ERSTEN WELTKRIEGES IN DER PROVINZ BELLUNO
Eingriffe der Wiederinstandsetzung und Valorisierung in den Gebieten des Erinnerungsparks

Von der E.U. Unterstützes Projekt Mittels Europäischer Wärungsfonds zur Regionalen Entwicklung
Gemeinschaftsinitiative Interreg IIIA Italien-Österreich 2000-2006 - Projekt (Cod. VEN 222001)

GREAT WAR SITES IN THE PROVINCE OF BELLUNO
Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial Park

Project co-financed by the European Union through European Found for Regional Developmen
Community Initiative Interreg IIIA Italia-Austria 2000-2006 - Project (Cod. VEN 222001)

1 Forcella Lavaredo
2 Quota “2385” ai Piani di Lavaredo
3 Croda dell’Arghena
4 Giro del Col di Mezzo
5 Misurina - Monte Piana
6 Rif. A. Bosi e Monte Piana
7 Cristallino di Misurina
8 Valle delle Baracche
9 Posizione “Edelweiss” - Sella del Sief

10 Sella Sief - Cima Sief
11 Cima Sief - Col di Lana
12 Da Cima Lana ai Ciadiniéi
13 Ciadinéi - Sella Sief
14 Variante Col de la Roda
15 Cima Lana - Costone Castello - Sella Sief
16 Cima Lana - Agai e Palla
17 Col Da Daut - Col Toront
18 Museo storico a Serauta - Marmolada
19 Malga Ciapèla - Ombretta di Marmolada
20 Zona monumentale della Marmolada

21 Col Ciampon
22 Monte Tudaio
23 P.so Mauria - M. Miaron
24 P.so Mauria - Col Audoi
25 Col Vidal
26 Anello dei Colli
27 Forte Monte Ricco
28 Batteria Castello
29 Forte Col Vaccher
30 Monte Tranego
31 Forte Pian dell’Antro
32 Col S. Anna - La Glories
33 Vodo - Becco di Cuzze (Accesso A)
34 Vodo - Becco di Cuzze (Accesso B)
35 Monte Rite
36 Col Pradamio
37 Spiz Zuel
38 Col de Saléra - Monte Punta
39 Tagliata di San Martino
40 Batteria Listolade

SECONDA LINEA MONTE RITE-VALLE IMPERINA

20.1 TAGLIATA DI SAN MARTINO
20.2 BATTERIA LISTOLADE

THE AGORDO FORTIFICATIONS
In the stretch  from Mezzocanale to Listolade, the valley of the Cordevole forms
a defile called the Stretto di Listolade, south of which the valley widens to give
shape to the Agordo hollow after Taibon. Further on, the valley narrows again
and is called the Canale d’Agordo, forming another defile east of Fucine and west
of La Muda, with the marked characteristics of a mountain gorge. The Agordo
basin is therefore closed off by high mountain ridges to the west of the course
of the Cordevole, namely those of Pizzon, Agner and San Lucano, while to the
east of the river rise the buttresses of Mounts Alto di Pelsa, Moiazza, Framont
and the peaks of San Sebastiano and Tamer. These peaks can only be crossed
through high passes served by difficult tracks, the higher sections of which are
often cabled.
For this reason, careful occupation of the passages across easily defendable
and surveillable saddles made access to Agordo practically impossible from the
west and the east, employing relatively small forces. The bulwark of rock around
the basin is interrupted to the north-west by the Cereda-Forcella Aurine pass
between the course of the Mis and the rocky ridges of Mount Agner and Pala
della Madonna.
Until 1800, before and during the period of the area’s domination by the Most
Serene Republic of Venice, there had not been barriers of any size in the area
of the Cordevole and Maé valleys. At Agordo the Castel Agordino, in the local-
ity known as i Castéi in the local dialect, consisted in a barrier filtering the
road, or rather the mule track, from Belluno to Agordo; in about 1640 there were
two, one being Agordo Castle and another a short way towards Belluno con-
sisting of a wall with a gate to which a guardhouse was added in about 1717.
Subsequently, during the period of Austro-Hungarian sovereignty over Lombar-
do Veneto, there was no reason for the occupation forces to fortify the area, as
from a boundary area it had become the centre of the Empire and had no great
strategic significance.
After Veneto was annexed to Italy in 1866, some defensive fortifications were
constructed in the Cordevole valley, which by 1896 had attained a reasonable
degree of structural efficiency and whose objective was to shut off the main ac-
cess routes to the Agordo basin from the valleys of Fassa, Gardena and Badia
and also from Cortina over the Falzarego pass. The position of the Agordo basin,
however, made it a safe area for the concentration of troops to provide effec-
tive support to operations, including counter-offensives, in these valleys. All
this entailed various analogies with the works conceived and completed in near-
by Cadore, particularly the Pieve di Cadore fortifications – the fort on Mount
Ricco, the Castello battery fort and the fort on Col Vaccher.
The fortification plans adopted at the end of the nineteenth century, there-
fore, were confined to the closing of the three main access routes to the Agor-
do basin by the Cereda-Forcella Aurine pass to the west and the two defiles
along the Cordevole: the one at Listolade to the north and at Agordo to the
south. The main fortifications were the Col Piagher and Listolade batteries,
the positions at Costa Bortolot and the Tagliata del Sasso di San Martino, the
Sasso di San Martino casemates and the positions on the top of Sasso di San
Martino.
In the early twentieth century the need was felt to expand this defensive sys-
tem both in terms of size and of altitude, creating the concept of a barrier de-
fence even set up on various lines along the same valley, that is to say unifying
the various strongholds and so constituting a defence line. In this way the Brenta-
Cismon, Cordevole and Cadore-Maè systems were inter-connected by recourse

The iron bridge
and the
roadblock in an
Austro-
Hungarian
intelligence
drawing of
1895.

Remains of the
roadblock from
the north-east.
Dressed stone
arches inserted
into the rubble
wall.

to cavern fortresses equipped with cannons, howitzer emplacements, army bar-
racks and roads to link all these features to each other.
The Agordo area, where only the armoured Tagliata di San Martino roadblock
had been erected was, with the Zoldo valley, one of the sources of worry to Gen-
eral Cadorna, because it was almost entirely devoid of large-scale fortification
works, so much so that the Chief of the General Staff himself said in the spring
of 1915 that the Cordevole and Maè valleys were completely exposed, a weak-
ness that gave the enemy freedom to come down from Livinallongo towards Bel-
luno along these two penetration routes: the Tagliata di San Martino was only
a road block (and was even potentially liable to be outflanked) and was cer-

tainly not a stronghold equipped with artillery like the forts in the Feltre area
and in Cadore.
In 1904, mainly thanks to Tancredi Saletta, the Chief of the General Staff, a good
plan was prepared to man the eastern frontier within a period of 26 days, in re-
sponse to the need to deploy greater forces to protect it and to improve the struc-
ture and efficiency of the defence of the Trentino and Veneto fronts. All the de-
fences in Cadore and the neighbouring areas were thus reorganised and two dis-
tinct sectors were established, called Cordevole-Maè and Ridotto Cadorino (Cadore
Redoubt), with one of the I Army’s corps between Feltre and Belluno and the II
and IV on the Piave.

Also from 1904 onwards, a significant improvement in the Italian economy made
it possible both to expand the railway network and resume some important forti-
fication works, mainly consisting of modern armoured forts at high altitudes like
those built in Cadore on Col Piccolo, Col Vidal, Mount Tudaio and Mount Rite. The
Agordo works were to have acted in close conjunction particularly with the Mount
Rite fort, which was only completed when Italy and Austria were already at war,
and also with the extreme outposts of the Cadore-Maè fortifications, extending
south-westwards in the Maè valley, namely Col Pradamio and other minor works.
By 1912 it can be said that most of the big fortifications designed for the north-
eastern front were completed with a series of barrier forts on the main routes

by which the frontier could be crossed. Cadore particularly was conceived as
an impregnable redoubt that was capable of countering an enemy advance in all
circumstances, while a kind of strategic pincer system was conceived to pro-
tect the Friuli plain, resting on one side on the two fortified bridgeheads at
Codroipo and Latisana and on the other side on some forts on the hills of San
Daniele. There were four sectors with permanent Italian military works along the
frontier with Austria in May 1915: Trentino, Cadore, Carnia and the Eastern Front.
The Cadore sector was based on the Cadore-Maè fortifications and also on the
Cordevole and Brenta-Cismon barriers, equipped with twelve 120 mm cannons,
seventy-nine 75 mm, forty 149 A, thirty 149 G and eight 70 M.

Sasso di San Martino from the north, with the Castèi Bridge below.

Entrance to the
blockhouse near
the San Martino
roadblock.

1895 plan of the
Listolade battery
from Austro-
Hungarian
intelligence
sources.

Cover: loopholes for riflemen on the façade of the fort.

Coordination: COMUNITÀ MONTANA AGORDINA - Via IV Novembre, 2 - 32021 Agordo (BL) - Italia
Tel. 0039 0437 62390 - Fax 0039 0437 62043 - Email interreg.cma@agordino.bl.it D
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GREAT WAR SITES IN THE PROVINCE OF BELLUNO
Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial Park

LIST OF ITINERARIES

History and description of the Great War sites

GENERAL INFORMATION

The fundamental intention of this project is to acquaint the new generations with the splendid and enchanting places that were
the backdrop to the terrible and tragic events involved in the Great War on the Dolomite front. The traces of 29 seemingly end-
less months of struggle that have survived the passing of time enhance the fascination and the beauty of the landscape, teach-
ing us to observe, know and learn.
Itineraries of various lengths and degrees of difficulty have been proposed for visiting these sites, some of them fully realis-
able fully considering the needs of people with reduced mobility. The itineraries that are suggested have been selected bear-
ing some basic features in mind, such as historical significance, ease of access and nearness to other sites of historical interest.
We hope that this new historical and cultural opportunity will find a large number of visitors and enthusiasts who not only
love the mountains for their natural beauty but are able to perceive the relationship between man and nature, which has left
very special traces in these spots as a result of the Great War.

OOrrggaanniissiinngg  aauutthhoorriittiieess  aanndd  ffiinnaanncciinngg  bbooddiieess

“…the Alps see prodigies, not only on the part of individuals, but also of big patrols, platoons and whole companies. And not do we
see feats performed by the most expert, but even the youngest recruits soon turn into accomplished climbers. Some new mountain
routes are even opened up under enemy fire to meet the needs of war..." (A. Berti).
A historical record to re-discover the Mountains, not to forget, to know the men that lived this tragic but extraordinary ad-
venture. Memories of war for paths of peace.
This has been, as it still is, the purpose of the work done by the Technical and Scientific Committee of the Italy-Austria Inter-
reg III A project called "Great War sites in the Province of Belluno. Preservation and promotion of the areas in the Memorial
Park". The results of the Committee's labours are the guides and leaflets that give everyone the chance to tackle easy itiner-
aries and experience life on the front line at first hand, realising the difficulties of the existence at an altitude of more than 2,000
metres of the soldiers of the opposing armies.
This is to remember that the war is not something that has been forgotten and that, in the words of Surgeon Second-Lieutenant
Gino Frontali, "...it is not a parenthesis that we can hasten to close to go back to what we were saying before...".

CCoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  aanndd  SScciieennttiiffiicc  aanndd  TTeecchhnniiccaall  CCoommmmiitttteeee


